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EDITORIAL
&

VICE CHAIRMAN'S DIT
Hello Everybody.
In the absence of the Chairman -on his way to Australia 
- with a stopover in Mexico first it’s my turn to write a 
combined Editorial and Vice Chairman’s Dit this month.
I have recently had an E Mail from Dave who tells me 
that they made it as far as Mexico.
So what have we been doing and what is happening this 
month? Myself, Bob Faragher, Alex Webb and Mick 
Dack have been up to Faslane for the Centenary 
Commemoration the K13 Sinking on 29th January 1917.
Bob Faragher paraded the Branch Standard at the Elder 
Park Service on Saturday 28th, at the Service in the Base 
Church on Sunday 29th and at the Service in the 
Garelochhead Cemetery which followed.  I laid a wreath 
on behalf the Barrow Branch at Garelochhead.  Bob 
Faragher has written us his version of the Faslane visit 
which you will find in this issue along with a few photos.
As Alex says in his Social Secretary’s report we are 
having our belated ‘First Footing’ for Morecambe Bay 
on 3rd February but apart from that it should be a fairly 
quiet month.  There will be a Report on the First 
Footing in the March Issue
If you remember the ‘Crossed the Bar’ List last month 
included the name of Robert (Lofty) Harper who lived 
locally.  Although he was not a Member of the 
Association he was a Submariner known to many of us.  
Enough Members attended his funeral on 5th January at 
1430 for us to provide him with a Guard of Honour.  
Thank you all who turned out – there was a very nice 
acknowledgement to the Barrow Submariners from his 
family in the Evening Mail on 23rd January
Continuing last month’s theme of the Submarine 
Heritage Centre about tidying up SHC ‘loose ends’ I 
have been in discussion with the Dock Museum with 
regard to the SHC Paintings Collection.  One of Terry 
Spurling’s last Projects saw the Paintings Collection 
being ‘Loaned’ to the Dock Museum for ‘Safe Custody’
and/or ‘Display’ purposes.  Apart from two paintings 
which are loaned out to the Sea Cadets and one which is 
in the Navy Club the rest are in the Town Hall with ten 
‘hung’ in the Mayor’s Parlour/Committee Room 4.  
There was a ‘Loan Agreement’ with the Dock Museum
for two years from 2012 which should have been 
renewed in 2014!  Having audited the Paintings 
Collection in August 2015 (with the Town Hall Staff and 
a member of the Dock Museum Team) the list of 
paintings in the new Agreement needs to be adjusted to 

reflect current locations of the paintings. Hopefully a 
new Loan Agreement will be in place from early 
February. At the end of the day the intention remains -
as first envisaged - in that the whole Paintings Collection 
should be displayed together for public viewing.  Finding 
a suitable location remains problematic but any 
suggestions from Branch Members on a suitable venue 
will be welcomed.
You may notice that there is no Book Section in this 
Issue.  I have just received a book about the Imperial 
German Navy ‘Flanders Flotilla’ of WWI which I will be 
reviewing for the March Periscope View.  Also you will 
see that there is no advert for the ‘Dive, Dive, Dive’ 
Book of the SHC Paintings.  I have now sold the last 
seven copies of the book which means that all four 
hundred copies which were bought by the SHC have 
finally been sold.  All those who funded the printing 
have been repaid in full and the Branch has benefited 
from sales since the SHC folded.
On the subject of ‘Loan Agreements’ with the Dock 
Museum members will recall that about ten years ago,
the Freel family donated the Medals and Ephemera 
relating to Barrow’s own WWII Naval Hero – Jimmy 
Freel, CGM - who was awarded the Conspicuous 
Gallantry Medal for his service as a Charioteer in the 
Mediterranean. The Medals and Ephemera were ‘loaned’
to, and are currently on display, in Dock Museum and I 
will check if the Loan Agreement is current or needs to 
be renewed.
For those interested in Family History Research I have 
updated by previous guidance on researching Naval 
Ancestors following several changes to information 
available on line.  Updated guidance on researching 
Ratings is included in this issue.  Updated guidance on 
researching Naval Officers will follow next month.
A reminder that Branch & National Subs for 2017 were 
due on 1st January.  If you haven’t yet paid Mick will 
happily relieve you of the cash (£20 - £15 for National 
and £5 for the Branch) at the February Meeting.  To 
make it easier for him (and in case you forget when it’s 
due) a Standing Order to the Branch Account takes all 
the worry away!
See you at the February Branch Meeting on Tuesday 7th

February – 1930 start time – don’t be late!
Regards

Barrie Downer

______________________________________________________________________________________
SOCIAL SECRETARY REPORT

Hi Shipmates.
hope you have all acclimatised to the winter months that are surely to follow and join me in warming your cockles at some 
of the socials I have planned for your enjoyment. January was a quiet reflective month with the annual recharging of the 
battery taking place: not so much drinking or eating but planning and organising the social calendar for the forthcoming 12 
months. There were no socials in January even though I managed to meet most of the branch at the recent Elvis night at 
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the Forum; nice to see you guys keeping the training going for the forthcoming events – and I hope you are up for my 
Elvis night in June??? All is in order for the First Footing which takes place on Friday 3rd Feb, leaving the Legion at 1800 
sharp; please bring your £5 donation towards the petrol costs and give to me on the coach. This is a great night out and 
always a pleasure to see our friends from Morecambe, I still have 6 places so if you fancy coming along for a trip out and a 
few sherbets/buffet/laugh then please get in touch.
As previously mentioned, I have put together the Branch’s Social Calendar for this year and have copies printed out for 
you to take away at the next meeting. A couple things to mention are that you can get early bird half price tickets for 
Cartmel from the Cartmel website, the date this year is Saturday 22nd July. Also, I have found a different company to take 
our boat trip with, they are just a little bit closer than the last one but on the same canal way, also the boat is called the 
Jungle Queen – how great is that and they seem very much up for making our night a lot of fun; even allowing us to have 
our absent friends cocktail on board – that is Saturday 16th September and is going to be an awesome run ashore. One 
other difference between the Jungle Queen and the Kingfisher (our last draft) is it doesn’t look like a train carriage inside
and the food will be a mega buffet. 46 is the maximum number the boat can take so again book early and get your names 
down for this.
NOTE: The Social Programme is included in this News Letter on Page 16 for you to keep in case you can’t collect 
a copy from Alex at the Branch Meeting.
Diary Check
‘First Footing’ trip to Morecambe. Friday 3rd February – leaving the Legion at 6pm and getting you back home safely for 
midnight. Cost of transport as always will be mostly borne by The Branch but I will ask all attending for a donation of £5 
per person towards the travel costs, and as in previous outings the social fund will provide ample liquid sustenance for the 
trip to and from Morecambe. This is a great evening out with Jim Halliwell and the Morecambe branch - they always do us 
proud with ample rum, buffet and great company – payment on the coach please. No Dave Barlow this year so Barrie will 
be Local Acting Chairman and making the big decisions on when we weigh anchor and return to base – I am really looking 
forward to this.
I will be selling tickets for the St Patrick’s night bash at the next meeting; this event is on Saturday 18th March and costs 
£5 per person which gives you entry to a fun night of leprechauns, Guinness and some fiddly diddly music. I have a three-
piece band to get us all partying and our (now) resident DJ Dave Took will top and tail the evening with lots of music and 
laughs, this event is strictly limited to 100 so get your tickets from me early to avoid disappointment.
The branch dinner this year is at the Chetwynde on Saturday 1st April. I have taken heed of suggestions from the floor on 
not providing wine at these functions to keep the cost down. I have yet to finalise the cost but it will be no more than £25 
per person which should get us a 3-course meal, coffee and mints, and (hopefully) a large glass of port for the toast. Also, a 
lesson learnt from last year is that no one will be putting baby (or as we know him Jeff Thomas) in the corner and 
therefore this night is limited to 50; guaranteed 100% view for everyone.
Members draw was not won in January so stands at £20 for February, also don’t forget to get your birthday boy beer at the 
meeting if, like me, you were born in the fantastic month of February.
See you at the meeting on the 7th at the earlier start time of 7:30pm.

Alex Webb
Social Secretary

FEBRUARY BRANCH CALENDAR
Morecambe First Footing Fri 3rd February
Branch Meeting Tues 7th February
Committee Meeting As Required

MARCH BRANCH CALENDAR
Branch Meeting Tues 7th March
St Patricks Night Sat 18th March
Committee Meeting As Required

APRIL BRANCH MEETING
Branch Dinner Sat 1st April
Annual General Meeting Tues 4th April
AE1 & AE2 Memorial Sun 23rd April
St Georges Day Parade Sun 23rd April
Committee meeting As required
____________________________________________

FEBRUARY BRANCH BIRTHDAYS
J Rimmer 04/02/1974
M Benge 14/02/19**
L Dennett 19/02/1968
D. (Yorky) Thornton 20/02/1948

W.P. (Billy) Daniels 24/02/1940
J.N. (Nick) Marshall 28/02/1958
A. (Alex) Webb 16/02/1960

Happy Birthday to you all!
____________________________________________

SUBMARINE LOSSES OF WWI
No Submarines were lost in February 1917 but five other 
Submariners are reported to have died – three of whom 
were Prisoners of War.

Two members of the crew of Submarine E15 and one 
member of the crew of Submarine E20 are reported to 
have died whilst Prisoners of War in Turkey.  They were:

Leading Stoker James John Bond O/N 306132 of 
Submarine E15 who was thirty-two years old when he 
died (illness) in the POW camp at Afion Kara Hissar on 
2nd Feb 1916.  James Bond was the husband of Annie 
Jane Murphy (formerly Bond) of 8, Chatham Row, 
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Portsea, Hants.  He is buried in the Baghdad North Gate 
Cemetery in Row 21, Plot J, Grave No 44.

Stoker 1st Class William Thomas George Williams
233214 of Submarine E15 who died (illness) on 4th Feb 
1917 in the POW camp at Afion Kara Hissar.  He is 
buried in the Baghdad North Gate Cemetery in Row 21, 
Plot V, Grave No 2.

Able Seaman Arthur James Howard J6684 was a 
member of the crew of Submarine E20 and the twenty-
four-year-old son of Mr and Mrs C E Howard of 124, 
Foxberry Road, Brockley, London.  He died (illness) in 
the POW Camp at Angora on 8th February 1917.  He is 
commemorated at the Baghdad North Gate Cemetery 
on the Angora Memorial No 88.

The other two were:

Leading Stoker Stanley Ward O/N K1861 from 
Camden Town in London was a member of the crew of 
the Submarine Depot Ship HMS BONAVENTURE and
he died of wounds in the Ingham Infirmary, South 
Shields on 15th Feb 1917.  The full circumstances of his 
death are not known.

Leading Stoker Thomas Baker K2171 was a member 
of the crew of Baltic Flotilla Submarine Depot ‘E19’ and 
he died on 24th Feb 1917 from influenza/pneumonia.  
Twenty-eight-year-old Thomas Baker was the husband 
of Sarah Pound (formerly Baker) of 39, Rhode Street, 
Chatham, Kent.  He is buried in the Tallin Sojavae 
Kalmistu) New Garrison Cemetery in Estonia in Grave 
No. British A3.

____________________________________________
DISCLAIMER

This Newsletter is published by the Submariners 
Association (Barrow in Furness) and is © 2017.  The 
opinions expressed in these pages are not necessarily the 
opinion of the Editor, The Submariners Association, the 
MoD or the Submarine Service unless otherwise stated.  
The Submariners Association may not agree with the 
opinions expressed in this Newsletter but encourages 
publication as a matter of interest.
Nothing printed may be construed as policy or an official 
announcement unless so stated.  Otherwise the 
Association accepts no liability on any issue in this 
Newsletter.
____________________________________________

GHOST FLEET

Retired Royal Navy subs rusting in dock cost 
taxpayers £34.4 Million over several years

The nineteen vessels waiting to be dismantled include 
the UK’s first nuclear submarine, HMS 
DREADNOUGHT, which was retired way back in 1980

The Royal Navy vessels are rusting in dock at two bases 
Photo: © Aerial Photography Solutions

A ghost fleet of laid-up nuclear submarines has cost 
taxpayers £34.4million since they last patrolled the seas, 
defence chiefs admit.
The nineteen Royal Navy vessels are rusting in dock at 
two bases, waiting to be dismantled.
They include the UK’s first nuclear sub, HMS 
DREADNOUGHT, which was retired in 1980 and has 
languished in port more than double the 17 years it spent 
in service.
Their radioactive parts cannot be disposed of until an 
underground dump for all the UK’s nuclear waste has 
been built.  It will not be ready before 2040.

The retired vessels have cost taxpayers more than £34m
(Photo: © Aerial Photography Solutions) 

The new fleet of Trident nuclear-armed subs – named 
the ‘Dreadnought’ Class – is due to enter service in the 
2030s.
A total of twenty-seven submarines are set to be 
scrapped under the Government’s Submarine 
Dismantling Programme.
Eight are still in service – four from the ‘Trafalgar’ class 
hunter-killer fleet and four ‘Vanguard’ subs which carry 
nuclear missiles.
The retired subs are stored at two naval bases: 
Devonport, near Plymouth, and Rosyth on the Firth of 
Forth.
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HMS DREADNOUGHT was retired in 1980
(Photo: Daily Mirror) 

HMS DREADNOUGHT, the UK’s first nuclear 
sub, spent seventeen years in service

(Photo: Daily Mirror)

Lib Dem defence spokeswoman Baroness Judith Jolly 
said: “We have twenty-seven submarines to dismantle, 
including eight still in service.  “Rather than letting them 
go to rust and ruin, the Government should just get on 
with the task of dismantling.
“These submarines are doing nothing and are costing us 
millions to dock.  At this rate we will be waiting for the 
2050s to dismantle them all.
“For the next generation of submarines we need to think 
about their dismantling at the same time as we order 
them.  “This is particularly important as we order the 
new fleet of ‘Trident’ submarines, the ‘Dreadnought’ 
class.
“It is ironic the Navy have named them ‘Dreadnought’
when, thirty-six years after DREADNOUGHT was 
retired, it is still waiting to be scrapped.
NEWSLETTER CONTACT INFORMATION
Do you have a story to tell or have information you feel 
should appear in the Newsletter then ring Barrie Downer 

on 01229 820963 or if you wish to send me an article my 
postal address is listed above under Committee 
Members?  You may also send your contribution by e-
mail to me barrie@downer55.freeserve.co.uk.  Come on 
– every Submariner has a story to tell – some more than 
one!  Let’s see yours in print!
Constructive suggestions about the newsletter are also 
very welcome.  The newsletter will be published in the 
last week of each month i.e. the last week in June for the 
July 2016 issue.  Please ensure you have any information 
with me by the 15th of the month to ensure its inclusion 
in the next issue. Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to this edition – keep them stories coming!
________________________________________

K13 CENTENARY MEMORIAL VISIT

By our Roving Reporter – Bob Faragher - and acting 
local Standard Bearer!
Friday 27th Jan at 10 of the clock a.m., I was collected 
outside the Ferry by Barrie Downer who was this year’s 
driver.  We then collected Micky Dack and Alex Web 
and proceeded on our way.  It was pretty uneventful, 
fortunately the weather was fine, and as is my custom, I 
went to sleep.  After crossing the border into Jockanese 
land, we eventually stopped for a brew at one of those 
disgusting Costa Coffee establishments.  From there we 
carried on up towards Glasgow.  The approaches were a 
nightmare of road works outside Glasgow.  I was pleased 
I wasn’t driving.
Eventually we arrived in Helensburgh and stopped off 
for a couple of pints in the Royal.  The Irish lads were 
already in there along with one or two more old buddies.  
We then proceeded up to the Base and were subject to 
the usual procedure for getting in to the base.  Our 
accommodation was very good except for Micky Dack’s 
room.  His cold-water tap would not work, in spite of 
him reporting it several times during the visit, it 
remained like that throughout our visit.  To help, Mick 
filled his sink with hot water at night so that he had 
some cold water in the morning!
First job as always was to dump our gear and adjourn to 
the mess for a few wets.  This was followed by a siesta.  
Early evening, we went for a nose bag, after which we 
attended the West of Scotland branch meeting.  This was 
chaired by Jim McMaster, in his usual entertaining style.  
He would have done ok on Britain’s got talent.  We were 
all welcomed and there were a number of speakers.  
"The State of the Nation" address was given by Cdr. 
SubFlot, followed by up spirits.  After the meeting we 
retired to the main bar.  We had a crack with a few old 
buddies, and I was fortunate enough to get a hug off 
Tracy - the Northern Ireland branch’s camp follower.  
We knew that we would have to be up early in the 
morning for the ceremony at the Elder Park memorial to 
K13 so we didn’t stay up half the night boozing but 
turned in at what was considered a respectable time.
Morning arrived earlier than I would have liked, but I 
made breakfast, which was sensible.  We went to our 
transport.  I being the standard bearer, got to go in the 



Page 7 of 16

mini bus.  That was a mistake.  There was a Coxswain on 
the bus who was an expert in everything.  He was 
supposed to be directing the driver.  Apart from never 
shutting up he managed to direct the driver the wrong 
way.  We did however manage to get here, but I had 
already made my mind up I would go back to the base 
on the 52-seater bus with the rest of the lads.  The 
Scottish God was against us is as much as it was very 
cold, and it was raining.  Just what we needed.  As I was 
struggling to get the standard put together, everyone 
rushed to help (I don’t think!)  I was eventually assisted 
by Micky Dack and a young lady.  Unfortunately, things 
got worse, as Mick managed to trip over someone’s feet 
and broke his fall with the back of his head.  As luck 
would have it, there was an SBA in our number who 
administered to Mick's broken skull.  We continued with 
the ceremony conducted by the very wet Submariners 
Association Padre.

The K13 Memorial at Elder Park

On completion we repaired to the model boat club 
where the ladies provided us with refreshments which 
were very much appreciated.  The weather was that bad 
even the ducks had deserted the lake just leaving a 
couple of wet swans and a model destroyer swimming 
about.
At last we made our way back to the transport.  I had the 
good sense to get on the 52-seater.  Life was much more 
peaceful on the way back to base.  We made our way to 
Kennedy’s bar and had a few scoops.  We didn’t take up 
the offer of a trip down a submarine, or the simulator.  
We were by now wet and tired, at least I was.  I went for 
a siesta and got cleaned up ready for the evening after 
having checked on Micky to make sure he was still alive.  
Having rested and got into my number ones I called on 
Mick and discovered he had fallen asleep in his chair and 
slipped out of it grazing his arm.  I walked up to the 
mess with him, just in case anything else happened.  We 

reported in to the punch reception and joined Barrie and 
Alex.

After the punch reception, we proceeded into dinner.  
The master of ceremonies was ‘Mad Dog’ McKenzie -
no one should ever have let him loose with the Gavel, he 
abuses it!  Once in place, the Top Table came in to the 
usual clapping.  The procedure is of course very formal 
as indeed it should be. A Candle was lit for Absent 
Friends, Padre said grace, Dinner was served, and 
excellent it was.  After the meal the port was passed, the 
Loyal Toast was proposed by the Branch President Bob 
Seaward OBE - all remained seated as is the custom.  
The guest speaker was Admiral of the Fleet the Lord 
Boyce KG CGB OBE DL.  This was followed by any 
other toasts and comments etc.  Absent Friends flame 
extinguished.  It is worth mentioning that the girls who 
waited on us did an excellent job. 
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After the Dinner
It was now time to retire to the main bar where lots of 
association member enjoyed the booze and told lies to 
each other. It was a great evening.  We Barrow lads met 
a number of old acquaintances and enjoyed the crack.  I 
was fortunate enough to get into conversation with 
RASM.  I have developed a great deal of respect for this 
officer.  He actually remembered having met me before.  
As well as being an excellent officer he is a gentleman, 
and I dare bet he is a first-class leader.  All four of us got 
back to our cabins safely.  I stuck close to Mick.  In spite 
of my wife having told him before we left home to look 
after me, I was more concerned with getting him back 
safely.
On Sunday we all made breakfast and proceeded to the 
base church for the church service.  This was followed 
by transport to the Faslane cemetery for the wreath 
laying and the memorial service.  This was repeated at 
Cmdr. Goodhart's grave as he is buried further up in the 
cemetery.  This whole procedure is a very moving 
experience.

Micky & Bob Assembling the Standard

On returning to the base we decided to get on our way 
rather than go for drinks after.  This was so that Barrie 
could get us home as far as possible in the daylight.  
Barrie dropped me off last outside the Ferry.  I returned 
to the Ferry that evening for some medication.  Whilst 
there I met Lou, Butch's young lady and she showed me 
pictures of us lot at Faslane that Butch had sent her.  
Apparently, he got them off face book.  Amazing.  All I 
have to do now is to return the Standard to Gordon and 
resist the temptation to stick it where the sun don't 
shine!
___________________________________________

Why we should have every confidence in the 
Trident missile system

On 22nd January, the Sunday Times revealed that a 
routine Trident missile test conducted by HMS 
Vengeance off the US coast in June 2016 had been a 
failure. A telemetry problem had caused the unarmed 
missile to be destroyed in flight. Previous test-firings 
have been announced to the media but this test had 
remained secret. Government stands accused of hiding a 
politically inconvenient fact close to the time when 
Parliament was due to approve the Trident renewal 
program.
HMS VENGEANCE launched the missile correctly and 
there was no failure by the submarine. Exact details of 
what happened are sketchy but the problem concerned a 
malfunction in the telemetry and communications which 
track the missile. The missile may have been performing 
correctly, but lacking certainty as to its position and 
course, the sensible option was to destroy it in flight. 
The missile was intended to splashdown far away in the 
East Atlantic but some less credible media reports 
suggested it veered off toward the US coast, threatening 
to crash in Florida. US sources have stated that the 
change of course was part of an automatic self-destruct 
sequence when the missile detects an anomaly.

The Ministry of Defence has stated: “HMS Vengeance 
and her crew were successfully tested and certified, 
allowing Vengeance to return into service. We have 
absolute confidence in our independent nuclear 
deterrent”
Background
After completion of a major refit period, RN ‘Vanguard’ 
Class submarines conduct a DASO (Demonstration and 
Shakedown Operation) that tests the chain of command, 
the submarine and its systems and ensures the crew are 
competent to safely operate the boat. The DASO 
culminates in a test-firing of an unarmed Trident missile 
on the Eastern Test Range (ETR), off Port Canaveral, 
Florida. The ETR is able to track and evaluate the 
performance of rockets and missiles within its 15 million 
square miles of instrumented airspace that extends to 
Ascension Island in the mid-Atlantic.
The 2016 test conducted by HMS VENGEANCE was 
the 11th Trident missile launch by a Royal Navy 
Submarine. Costing around £17m per missile, the UK 
can only afford to conduct a test around every 3-4 years. 
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DASO does incidentally, provide a welcome and very 
rare run ashore in the sun for the sailors who man the 
‘bombers’ as the boat usually comes alongside in Florida 
or a few days before or after conducting the trials.

Trident – the world’s most reliable large ballistic 
missile

Lockheed Martin is the most experienced missile 
manufacturing company in the world and the Trident D5 
is the sixth in a series of sea-based nuclear deterrent 
systems that began development more than 60 years ago. 
LM continues to support the UK deterrent with 
engineering services for its stock of missiles purchased 
under the 1968 US/UK Polaris Sales Agreement. 
Although the submarines and the warheads are UK-built, 
the RN is exceptionally fortunate to have access to the 
Trident missile delivery system acknowledged as the best 
ICBM system in the word. The three-stage ballistic 
missile can travel more than 4,000 nautical miles and 
carries multiple, independently targeted re-entry vehicles 
with separate warheads that make it very hard to 
intercept.
There have been 158 Trident II D-5 missiles test-fired 
since late 1989. There have only been 6 failures, the 
majority of which occurred in the first few years of the 
programme. Last year’s failure was the first for more 
than a decade). Although the USN has conducted most 
tests, the data is shared with the RN. The USN 
conducted a successful double test-firing from USS 
KENTUCKY off the California coast in Nov 2015 and 
since the UK test failure, subsequently carried out 
another successful test in Sept 2016.
Nothing that has ever been engineered by mankind can 
be guaranteed to have continual 100% success rate. 
Given the complexity of the Trident missile system, a 
96.2% success rate in testing over 28 years is remarkable 
and is unmatched by any foreign equivalent.  After all, 
tests are conducted to find faults and eliminate failures 
so the system performs correctly if needed for real. With 
the full weight of the US Navy and Lockheed Martin 
committed to supporting Trident, it is safe to assume a 
thorough investigation has been conducted and the 
problem will be quickly eliminated.
It should also be remembered that the RN’s ‘Vanguard’ 
Class submarines carry 12 Trident missiles in their 16 
tubes, should one missile fail, another could be launched 
in its place. Even in recent times and possessing decades 
of experience in developing ballistic missiles, the 
Russians suffered multiple failures of their Bulava missile 
system during trials. Many other nations have zero 
public transparency about their missile programs so 
failures remain hidden. Trident is simply the most 
reliable ballistic missile in existence, anyone who has 
even a basic understanding should conclude the US and 
UK governments rightly have every confidence in the 
system.
A political story
Historically the DASO test-firings have been made 
public and, because they have been successful, generate 
little controversy and act as a powerful deterrent to our 
nuclear adversaries. In 2012 the media was given special 

access to HMS VIGILANT conducting her test and 
even Russian observers were invited. If you set a 
precedent of being open and transparent it is, therefore, 
important to be consistent and admit when there are 
problems. The government now faces a backlash and is 
quite reasonably being accused of a cover-up.
Julian Lewis, the highly respected pro-Trident chair of 
the House of Commons Defence Select Committee said 
“This sort of event is not one you can play both ways. 
These tests are routine but infrequent in this country… 
whenever they work, which is 99% of the time, film is 
released of them working, so whichever person decided 
they wanted to draw a veil over one that didn’t work 
should have been sacked… You have always got to 
assume that something like this will come out.”
When there has been a technical failure there is an 
understandable temptation to keep it quiet using the 
convenient veil of military secrecy. The press coverage 
that has followed this weekend’s revelations in the 
Sunday Times has demonstrated why there were fears 
about making the truth public. There is a virulent anti-
nuclear lobby and a hostile section of the media that has 
already used the story to make wild and inaccurate claims 
about Trident, using every opportunity to undermine 
public support for our deterrent. The Guardian’s 
defence correspondent, Ewen MacAskill even claimed: 
“Trident failure undermines the basic justification for 
nuclear weapons”. There may be a few valid arguments 
against Trident but using a very rare test-failure as an 
excuse to question the entire deterrent is nonsense.
This story is essentially just a political and media issue 
and the real concern is why, and who made the choice 
not to inform the public of the test failure. Journalists 
and politicians will no doubt continue to argue this out, 
meanwhile, the RN will quietly get on with conducting 
deterrent patrols which have help prevent world war 
since 1945. There are plenty of scandals to be found in 
the state of UK defence, but significant problems with 
the Trident system is not one of them. Any sensible 
military analysts will conclude that Trident retains 
credibility and its deterrent effect cannot be ignored. 
Unfortunately, it is very easy for the media to give an 
alternative impression.
____________________________________________

REQUEST FOR HELP
SUBMARINE COMMISSIONING CREW LISTS –

UPDATE

The Crew List are continuing to arrive but I still need to 
find more!
I am still looking for First Commission Crew Lists as 
follows:
Diesel Boats:
ONYX, ORPHEUS, OTUS, OPPORTUNE, UNSEEN 
& UNICORN
Nuclear Boats:
REVENGE, TRENCHANT, VIGILANT, ASTUTE & 
AMBUSH
Also I would appreciate copies of any Crew Lists for 
subsequent Commissions of any ‘O’ Class, ‘P’ Class, any 
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Nuclear Boat and for any Commission of any Diesel ‘A’, 
‘S’ or ‘T’ Class Boat.  Have a look through your records 
and ‘Ditty Boxes’ and see what you can find. You can 
contact me by E Mail, Snail Mail or Telephone.  Thanks,
Barrie Downer

NEW SUBMARINE SCHOOL FOR 
FASLANE

Earlier this week, HM Treasury approved the 
construction of a new Submarine School, based at 
HMNB Clyde.
The School will provide academic and technical training 
for those entering Royal Navy submarine service, 
providing an important step in submariners’ careers.
The £4M school is being constructed as part of a 
£1.3BN investment plan that will cement the Clyde as 
Britain’s submarine hub, and will see all 11 Royal Navy 
submarines based at HMNB Clyde from 2020. The 
school will support the ‘Astute’ Class hunter killer 
submarines, as well as the delivery of training for the 
new ‘Dreadnought’ Class nuclear deterrent boats, which 
provide the United Kingdom with its continuous nuclear 
deterrent.  The number of people employed at the Base 
will rise from 6,800 people to 8,200.
Relocation of all submarines and submariner training to 
the Clyde comes as part of the Better Defence Estate 
Strategy, published in November, which set out the 
department’s plans sets out plans to achieve a more 
efficient, modern and capability focused defence estate 
and bring greater harmony to Service families.  Final 
design approval of the Initial Gate Business Case is 
expected soon, which will allow work to begin later this 
year.
Defence Secretary Sir Michael Fallon said: “We are now 
making a long-term investment of hundreds of millions 
of pounds to improve and upgrade the waterfront at 
Clyde to make sure it is ready to support the United 
Kingdom’s whole submarine fleet.
“As well as a boost to the Scottish economy, this will 
also bring welcome stability for our personnel, who work 
hard to help keep Britain safe and secure.”
Head of the Submarine Service, Rear Admiral John 
Weale said: “Our new single integrated operating base 
will make significant improvements to the work-life 
balance of our 5,000 submariners.
“By putting our boats and training in one place, our 
submariners can put down roots in Scotland knowing 
that they are no longer required to commute from one 
end of the country to another.”
___________________________________________

THE SUBMAINE DEPOT SHIP HMS 
AMBROSE UNIQUE CONVERSION

From ‘WARSHIPS Supplement 91 Winter 1987)
It has been a fact of life throughout the history of 
shipbuilding that a vessel which may have been the most 
modern of her time when built, equipped with all the 
very latest gadgetry, will eventually become as obsolete as 
her forerunners and have to make way for an even more 
up-to-date replacement. The former pride of the fleet is 

then either scrapped or sold off to less demanding 
owners.
Passenger liners on the whole have tended to be 
consigned to the breakers whilst cargo ships often carry 
on down the line with successive owners for many years 
before they also end up in the scrapyard.  However, 
sometimes, after being sold, vessels have been converted 
for uses which the original owners could hardly have 
envisaged when they were built.
A good example is the AMBROSE, built at 
Middlesbrough in 1903 by Sir Raylton Dixon & Co for 
the Booth Steamship Company.  The AMBROSE 
remained with Booth Line until December 1914 when, 
like many other intermediate liners around that time, she 
was requisitioned by the Admiralty for service as an 
armed merchant cruiser. The following year she was 
purchased outright by the Admiralty.
In 1917 she was converted into a submarine depot ship, 
a role which would certainly have surprised her original 
owners.  (This was the practice at that time, the first 
purpose-built submarine depot ship, HMS MEDWAY, 
not being built until 1929).  The conversion work was 
carried out on the Clyde and would have involved, 
among other things, the installation of machine 
workshop and repair facilities, storerooms for spares, 
and the conversion of part of the passenger 
accommodation for the crew's rest and recuperation 
after their long patrols in the very cramped quarters of a 
submarine.
The AMBROSE still maintained her Booth Line name, 
although she was now, of course, HMS AMBROSE.  
After her conversion was completed she took up her 
first station in January 1918 at Berehaven, County Kerry, 
moving in November of the same year to Falmouth and 
in the following year to Devonport.
In September 1919, as depot ship for the Fourth 
Submarine Flotilla, she sailed from Devonport to take up 
position on the China Station, where she remained until 
1928.  AMBROSE left Hong Kong on 28 March 1928 to 
return to the UK and was paid off into the Maintenance 
Reserve at Rosyth on 4 December 1928.
For several years she acted as a depot ship for destroyers, 
being renamed HMS COCHRANE in 1938.  She 
continued as a depot ship during the second world war, 
finally being paid off on 1 March 1946 and consigned to 
the breaker's yard.  She was broken up by T. W. Ward at 
Inverkeithing in 1946.
It says something for her designers and builders that the 
old AMBROSE lasted for over 43 years.  She also 
created something of a record, retaining her original 
name for 35 years - longer than any other ship in the 
Booth Line fleet.
Note:   As all devotees of Booth Line will know, their 
ships are named after saints.  Saint Ambrose was Bishop 
of Milan from AD 374 until his death in AD 397.  He is 
the city's patron saint and the cathedral there is dedicated 
to him.
The above first appeared in the Blue Star Line house 
magazine 'Gangway'.
____________________________________________
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ROYAL NAVY FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH
By Barrie Downer
(Updated 20th January 2017)
1. For those who are interested in researching 
Family History where one of your or your wife’s,
partner’s, girlfriend’s relatives is known to (or is thought 
to) have served in the Royal Navy (possibly in 
Submarines) here are a few pointers on how to find out 
when and in which ships or submarines your relative 
served.
2. Firstly, it helps if you know a Christian Name (s) 
or Initials and, of course, the Surname, Date of Birth 
(DOB), Place of Birth POB) of your relative, his Official 
Number and Year joined.  It also helps to know whether 
he was an Officer or a Rating.  The Date of Birth or 
Year of Birth is important.  The National Archives 
records for Naval Ratings are divided into distinct 
groups.
PART 1 - CONTINUOUS & SHORT SERVICE 
RATINGS JOINING BETWEEN 1853 & 1923
3. Type ‘National Archives’ into your Search 
Engine and press Enter.
4. When the options are displayed look for and 
select the ‘Discovery’ option and press Enter.
5. When the ‘Discovery’ page comes up look for 
the ‘Royal Navy Service Records’ icon on the Left-Hand
side of the page under ‘Popular Collections’ - select and 
press Enter.
6. This will bring up the ‘Royal Navy Ratings’ 
Service Records 1853-1928’ Page.
7. Now ‘Scroll’ down the page to where you asked 
to enter ‘First Names’, ‘Last Name’, ‘Service Number’ (if 
known), ‘Place of Birth’ (if known) and a ‘Date Range’.  
Fill in the boxes press Enter.
8. If he was a Continuous Service Rating (twelve 
years’ service from the age of eighteen) or Short Service 
Rating (seven years’ service from the age of eighteen plus 
five years in the reserve) and some or all of the data you 
have entered is correct then a ‘Name’ and ‘Official 
Number’ and ‘Date of Birth’ should come up (or 
possibly) a list of names should be displayed.  If you see 
the details you are looking for you can ‘Click On’ the 
‘Name’ you need to go to the next page to download the 
record which will be in a PDF format but remember you 
will need to buy the information - £3.50 per record!  Full 
instructions are provided.
NOTE. You may see two or more records for the same 
‘Name’, ‘Official Number’ and ‘Date of Birth’.  If so,
check the ‘Reference’ associated with the Records.  
‘ADM/188’ records cover ‘Service’ up to 1st January 
1929 and ‘ADM/363’ records cover service after 1st 
January 1929 and may include ‘WWII Service’.  You will 
need to ‘Download’ both ‘Service Records’.
9. If the expected ‘Service Record/s’ do not appear 
try varying the spelling of the ‘First Name’ or ‘Last 
Name’ to something which sounds similar or widen the 
‘Date Range’ or delete the ‘Official Number’ in case your 
information is suspect.

10. If you ‘Buy’ a Service Record you will be able to 
‘Download’ to your computer screen and/or ‘Save’ it 
straightaway - however you will also be sent an E Mail 
which will tell you what you have bought and how long 
you have in which to ‘Download’ it.
INTERPRETING YOU RECORDS
11. Early Official Numbers consisted of up to six 
numbers i.e. 123456 or 272272 or 303303.
12. Later Official Numbers had a Prefix of a single 
letter followed by up to six numbers i.e. J12345, K6789, 
M1234 or L4567
J indicates that he was a Seaman or a Comms Rating
K means he was a Stoker
M usually means he was most likely an Engine Room 
Artificer or an Electrical Artificer or possible a Sick 
Berth Rating (however in some cases he may have been a 
Cook or a Steward).
L means, generally, he was a Cook or a Steward.
SS indicates he was a Short Service Rating.

To help to work out the specialisation of your relative a
breakdown of Service Number Ranges may assist:  The 
following Service Numbers were issued for Serving 
Ratings from 1st January 1873.

Range 1 to 178000 Miscellaneous 
(including Seamen, Stokers, Artificers, Cooks,
Stewards etc.)
Range 178001 to 240500 Seamen and Comms
Range 268001 to 273000 Engine Room 
Artificers
Range 276001 to 348000 Stokers
Range J1 to J110000 Seaman & Comms
Range M1 to M63500 Miscellaneous 
(including Artificers, Cooks, Stewards, Writers etc.)
Range K1 to K63500 Stokers

13. Sometimes you will find the same Name, Place 
of Birth and Date of Birth with two different Official 
Numbers.  These are usually where someone joined as a 
Seaman and later re-categorised as a Stoker (or vice 
versa) or where someone joined as a Short Service SS 
Rating and then 'Signed On' for Continuous Service CS 
and then was given a new Official Number with the J, K, 
L or M prefix. 
14. The Service Record will show you information 
like Portsmouth (Po), Chatham (Ch) or Devonport 
(Dev) Depots, when he joined and where he joined, 
height, weight and chest size with details of hair colour, 
eye colour and complexion and details of scars and 
tattoos.  The latter were very important for being able to 
identify casualties in the days before photographs.  Ships 
and Submarines served in with dates are shown as are 
Advancement Dates and his Sub Ratings (or 
Specialisation) and Dates of Qualifying.  Unfortunately,
there are no photographs attached to these records.
15. If you think (or know) that your relative was a 
Submariner please note that early Submariners are not 
easy to identify as, before 1914, details of Submarines 
served in were not annotated.  However, if you see listed 
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the Submarine Depot Ships such as HAZARD, 
LATONA, MERCURY, THAMES, BONAVENTURE, 
FORTH, ONYX, DOLPHIN, VULCAN, PACTOLUS, 
ROSARIO, EGMONT, CORMORANT, 
ARROGANT, MAIDSTONE and ADAMANT (or a 
consecutive group of these) between August 1901 and 
July 1914 you may be on the right track.  If he served for 
approximately five years in a selection of these ships he 
is likely to have been a Submariner.  If there is then a 
break of at least two years before he served in any more 
of these Ships, then it is more or less confirmed that he 
was a Submariner.  The early rules were that no more 
than ‘Five Years’ Submarine Service was allowed before 
a ‘Compulsory Return’ to General Service for a 
minimum of ‘Two Years’ before returning to 
Submarines.  After July 1914 (i.e. after the outbreak of 
WWI) things changed quite a lot with new many more 
Depot Ships - TITANIA, LUCIA, PANDORA, 
AMBROSE, PLATYPUS, FEARLESS, ROYAL 
ARTHUR, CRESCENT etc. and the ‘Five and Two’ year 
rule was relaxed
16. Be aware that you may find out a lot more than 
you wanted to know as the Service Record is also a 
Conduct Record and you may find that he was punished 
by 'Warrant' and sent to Prison, Cells or was Disrated 
and sometimes why! In some cases, you may find out 
that he had contracted a ‘Social Disease’ as Medical
issues were often recorded.  The Record may also be 
annotated 'Run' (Deserted), SNLR (Services no Longer 
Required) or 'DD' (Discharge Dead) – with date and 
sometimes the reason.  The annotation 'DEE' indicates 
'Discharged, Engagement Expired'. 
17. In many cases Ratings leaving Naval Service 
after 12 or 22 years’ Service joined the Royal Fleet 
Reserve (RFR) and would be given another Official 
Number similar to RFR. Po/B/12345 which indicated 
that they could be recalled for further service in case of 
Emergency. 
18. Your Relative’s ‘Service Record’ might have 
ceased before 1st January 1929 because he was promoted 
to ‘Warrant Rank’ i.e. ‘Boatswain’, ‘Mate’, ‘Gunner’, 
‘Artificer Engineer’, ‘Warrant Engineer’ or ‘Mechanician’ 
but this will be indicated on his ‘Service Record’ and you 
will then need to look for his ‘Officer’s Service Record’ 
(see below).  It is quite surprising that, in earlier years, 
there were many Promotions from the Lower Deck to 
Warrant Rank and also transfers to Officer Rank.
19. There is other information available on Service 
Records but as these Records were hand written 
(sometimes by several different hands) it is not always 
clear what some data means.
20. Two new source of Naval Rating Service 
Records (1853 to 1923) are now available – if you are a 
subscriber to the ‘Findmypast’ or ‘Ancestry’ Websites.
21. For the Findmypast Website all you need to do 
is to select ‘Search All Records’, type in the ‘First 
Name(s)’, ‘Surname’ and estimated ‘Year of Birth’ 
and/or ‘Year of Death’ press ‘Enter’ and see what 
Records come up.  If it is a common surname like Smith, 
Jones, Williams etc. then many thousands of records will 

come up.  If so use the filters available to select ‘Military, 
Armed Forces & Conflict’.  Then look of the filter 
‘Service Records’ in the ‘Category’ column of the records 
shown.  Then look for a record in the series ‘British 
Royal Naval Seamen 1899-1924’.  If you find the right 
record you can open it or save it without further charge 
if you are a Subscriber.
22. For the ‘Ancestry’ Website select ‘Search’ and 
‘Enter’, type in ‘First Name’ (& Middle Name - if 
known), ‘Last Name’ e.g. ‘Frederick’ & ‘Jones’ ‘Country’ 
(where ancestor may have lived - usually England) & 
press ‘Enter’.  This should bring up a list of results for 
Frederick Jones.  Select the filter ‘Military’ and press 
‘Enter’.  This should bring up a list of ‘All Military 
Results for Frederick Jones’.  Look for results marked 
‘UK Registers of Seamen’s Services 1953 – 1928’ and 
then view likely records.  Again - if you find the right 
record you can open it or save it without further charge 
if you are a Subscriber.

PART TWO - CONTINUOUS SERVICE 
RATINGS JOINING BETWEEN 1923 & 1938
1. Things now get a little more difficult as these 
Service Records have not yet been digitised however 
here are a few more pointers on how to find out when 
and in which ships or submarines your relative served.  
As with the previous pointers it definitely helps if you 
know a Christian Name(s) or Initials and, of course, the 
Surname, Date of Birth (DOB), Place of Birth POB) of 
your relative, his Official Number and Year joined.  It 
also helps to know whether he was an Officer or a 
Rating.
2. For several years, the Official Numbers of 
Ratings (as stated above) followed the general rules for 
Seamen and Comms. which had the J prefix followed by 
up to six numbers, for Stokers with the K Prefix and up 
to six numbers and Engine Room Artificers etc. with the 
M Prefix followed by up to six numbers.  However,
during late 1920s & 1930s there was a need to save 
money (isn’t there always!) owing to the ‘depression’.  
This resulted in a change of pay rates with new entrants 
being paid less than those who joined earlier.  The 
Prefixes then changed by the addition of an X after the 
previous single letter.  Thus, J became JX, K became KX 
and M became MX.  Seamen thus became known as 
'JiXer's'.  Official Number Prefixes began to be linked 
with the Depot - Portsmouth (P), Devonport (D) or 
Chatham (C) of the individual Rating and then began to 
follow the format of P/JX 123456, D/JX 134567 or 
C/JX 145678. 
3. Those who volunteered as Submariners in this 
period will have served in a number of different Depot 
Ships.  Some familiar names continue during this period.  
HMS AMBROSE went to the Far East to be the Depot 
Ship for the China Flotilla (4th Submarine Flotilla) at 
Hong Kong as did HMS TITANIA.  Later both ships 
were replaced by HMS MEDWAY.  Initially the China 
Flotilla was made up of ‘L’ Class Submarines but these 
were later replaced by Submarines of the Oberon, 
Parthian and Rainbow Classes. 
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4. Other Depot Ships in the years 1923 to 1938 
included LUCIA, MAIDSTONE, FORTH, ALECTO, 
CONQUEST, DOUGLAS, ROSS, PIGMY, 
ADAMANT as well as HMS DOLPHIN.  Other 
Tenders included MARAZION (in the Far East) and 
BRUCE (in the Mediterranean).
5. The Service Records of Naval Ratings who 
entered the Royal Navy after 1923 are not held by The 
National Archives and are not digitised. 
6. For the Service Records of Ratings who entered 
the service between 1928 and 1938 you will need to 
contact: 

The Directorate of Personnel Support (Navy), 
Navy Search, 
TNT Archive Services,
Tetron Point,
William Nadin Way,
Swadlincote,
Derbyshire,
DE11 0BB 
Tel: 01283 227913
Fax: 01283 227942
email: navysearchpgrc@tnt.co.uk 

PART THREE - CONTINUOUS SERVICE 
RATINGS JOINING AFTER 1938

1. For Ratings joining the service after 1938 your 
best contact is:

The Data Protection Cell (Navy),
Victory View,
Building 1/152,
HM Naval Base,
Portsmouth,
PO1 3PX.

2. However as many joining after 1938 and serving 
during WWII may still be alive you will probably be 
asked to demonstrate that you are either Next of Kin or 
have permission of the Rating you are investigating.

NOTE ONE. Many Ratings joining during WWII 
were ‘Hostilities Only’ Ratings or ‘Short Service’ Ratings. 
Here you will find another variation of the Prefixes with 
Seamen being given numbers such as P/SSX 12345 and 
Stokers being given C/SKX 23456 and Tiffies being 
given D/SMX.
NOTE TWO. Depot Ships during WWII included 
BONAVENTURE, LUCIA, MAIDSTONE, TITANIA, 
MEDWAY, ELFIN, ADAMANT and others.
NOTE THREE. After WWII many Official 
Number changed with the introduction of the Electrical 
Branch post WWII which re-introduced the older 
Prefixes with P/J for Seaman and Comms, P/K for 
Stokers and P/M for Tiffies & Mechanicians.  Depot 
Ships were phased out in the 1950's and 1960's and 
Submarine support was transferred to Shore Bases
NOTE FOUR. In the early 1960s there was another 
change to Service Numbers with the Chatham Depot 

dropping out of the picture and with Portsmouth and 
Devonport Numbers starting from something like 
P050000 or D051000. 
NOTE FIVE. Later still the P Prefix was dropped 
when Centralised Drafting at HMS CENTURION 
commenced leaving just the D Prefix.  When Computers 
started to be used by Drafty there was introduction of a 
random letter as a Suffix so all Official (or Computer) 
Numbers are in the format D******(?). Confused?  You 
will be!
NOTE SIX. More recently there has been a further 
change to Ratings Official Numbers.  Prefixes and 
Suffixes have been discontinued and the current Official 
Number/Service Number format is a sequence of eight 
numbers i.e. 30016789 (hopefully that is an anonymous 
number!)

To be Continued in Periscope View March 2017 with:

PART FOUR
NAVAL OFFICERS

____________________________________________
REMEMBERING FORMER BARROW 

BRANCH MEMBERS
‘CROSSED THE BAR’

At the January Branch Meeting a Member expressed 
concern that, although we read out the list of 
Association Members ‘Crossed the Bar’ and ‘raise a glass’ 
to ‘Absent Friends’ at Branch Meetings we do not 
specifically remember Former Branch Members.
Having given the matter some consideration I thought 
the best way to do this is to list each month in the News 
Letter those former Branch Members who have ‘Crossed 
the Bar’ in that specific month.
The list for February is as follows:

Frederick Ralph Pillifent
Geoffrey Bond
Ronald Moody
Ronald Cooper

Kenneth Williams
Anthony Sainty
David Crossland

RESURGAM
____________________________________________
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_______________________________________________________________________________________
K26 – THE STEAM SUBMARINE (Part 16)

(By O/N J98553)
CATANIA

Yes, Catania in Sicily, a mere 80 miles or so from Malta, but not many crossed the sea to find out.  A few 
vegetables came across to Malta especially cauliflowers, in old times, soil came across to pay Maltese harbour dues.  The 
Maltese unloaded it and took it in light carts out to the fields practically on to the bare volcanic rock.  Oranges, Lemons, a 
very little wine, Catania knew of Malta, just.  Our visit to Catania was more to be helpful to the natives than to show the 
flag.  Sicilians had not a great deal of time for the rest of Italy.  The Police from the mainland were looked upon as 
interlopers.  They had their own way of working, they paid taxes when they saw no other way out, they looked on at ships 
of any Navy with no interest, except as possible buyers of souvenirs, oranges, and musical instruments

Walkers on the jetty at Catania looked at K.26 and the ‘L’ boat much as we look at ducks in a municipal park.  
They were there, pretty, but there's nothing in it for us.  We never gave away samples, we ogled married women and girls 
alike, we did not speak their language.  They might sweep off their hats to an important looking one, with a peak on his 
cap, but they knew nothing of the distinctions.  For instance, they were generally ignorant of the fact that a substantially 
senior officer wore a peaked cap and so too did a cook's mate.  And medals were no guide either, for many officers had 
sprouted up since 1918 without a single medal, whilst a cook's mate or a steward might exhibit four or more shiny gongs.  
The Sicilians generally lost no sleep about that.  Perhaps some were puzzled about the reluctance of young English people 
to talk buying and selling of guitars in the middle of the street.

At Catania Tims and Honey Standen went ashore, a little walk, a little wine, a look up at the plume of smoke on 
the volcano, a bag of oranges, some vile Italian chocolate.  Tims is a good story teller and he told me this, which though 
showing signs of Timsian embroidery, must be substantially true.

Standen and Tims - it seems were looking into a little shop.  ItS stock was small.  A smartly dressed young man 
came up and said in very refined tones, “Pardon me old chap, my name is Lennox, I'm English actually, from Banbury, nice 
to see English ships in harbour you know, links from home what.”  To Tims, a great reader, this was all pure P G 
Wodehouse stuff, you know, “Pip, Pip, old horse and all that,” but he answered civilly and gave his name and introduced 
Standen as the victualling assistant in the largest of the submarines down at the harbour.  Except for a bit of exaggeration 
that was all right.

The young Mr. Lennox was delighted to meet them, very civil of them not to mind him sort of speaking to them 
without invitation, produced a care Mr. Cyril Lennox, B.A.  Tims said, "We’re both A.B.s."  Mr. Lennox laughed.  
"Topping" he said, or that's what both Tims and Honey said he said, and again I accept it.  Mr. Lennox went on to say that 
he taught English at fairly large Private School, had many pupils who hope to get into that Mecca the United States, where 
later they could send for father and mother and become good Americans.  Sadly Mr. Lennox said that the submarines had 
not alas impressed him, they looked old in design, the one with the funnels looked as if it was a cartoon out of Punch, why 
when the Italian submarines came to Catania they were sleek, new, fast boats, their exhaust gases were white.  Even the 
uniforms, medals, etc. of the Italians seemed smarter, the men smiled more, did not Tims think that the British Navy was 
falling behind?

Tims put a restraining hand on Honey’s arm, Standen had had several glasses of Marsala, a wine that was said to 
appeal to English midshipmen and appealed to him well enough.  "Ah yes” he thought, "Tims will tell him where he gets 
off," he even chuckled to himself this is going to be A.B. to B.A. and no mistake.  "Mr. Lennox" said Tims in a silky voice, 
"That's just the impression we wish to give, these are old boats every one of them 1918 or earlier."  "We trot them round 
Italy, a potential enemy; we go into Spezia, we stagger into Venice, blunder into Brindisi, tie up stern to the wall in Naples.  
The Italian Navy see us, the Italian public see us."  "Ah yes, we let them see what we wish them to see."  "But the Italian 
Navy does not visit England, they do not see what we have up our sleeve, Mussolini has added a few ships, modernized a 
few, but what is happening in England, we know, my friend Standen and I, we know Mr. Lennox."  Mr. Lennox 
brightened up like a bed of sweet peas after afternoon rain.  "You mean…..".

Tims went on, "I do mean, we have the ships the men, the means, the weapons, the inventions, in fact Mr. 
Lennox we could dump those boats down there tomorrow and not miss them.”  “That’s right” mumbled Honey, we got 
miles of ships, masses, massasses of ships, submarines too, and ruddy aircraft too, two damn great Zeppelins R.100 and 
R.102, we got the lot."  “So, this is a studied ruse," said Mr. Lennox.  "You could call it that, but don't tell a soul".  "I 
won't" said Mr. Lennox, B.A., warming to Mr Tims, A.B., Tims went on, "You know Jane's fighting ships Mr. Lennox?"  
Mr. Lennox nodded.  "Tims touched the tip of his nose with his right fore-finger, "false, faked, fudged."  "Fudged," 
backed up Honey, Tims whispered "Let this go no further Mr. Lennox, there's six submarines down as building of the 'S' 
Class, their names are given, but they don't say anything about another eight already built and in commission."  
Portentously Tims wagged his finger, "Cyril", he urged, "You are a loyal Englishman I take it?"  "Mr. Lennox agreed. 
"Then believe me we have even built new destroyers with a set of 5.9 inch guns given them names of old pre-1919 boats 
and operate them as if they were the old crocks, doing quiet runs in the Atlantic, and then coming back up the trot on 
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reserve."  "We have a new torpedo so deadly."  Tims stopped, "I dare not say more Mr. Lennox".  "I understand Mr. Tims 
you have made my heart swell, I am once again proud to be English".

Honey stood to attention, he had wanted to say "Hear hear" but the sum was warm and the Marsala working.  At 
Mr. Lennox’s invitation they went to a shady bar where Standen sat down with his head leaning against a plaster wall, and 
took no further part in the proceedings, sometime later Mr. Lennox asked to be excused as he had to take prep.  Tims rose 
to his feet bowed, shook hands, turned to Standen, shook hands again, shook Standen, got no answer from Honey, shook 
hands again and said in a very grave tone, "Mr. Lennox, Cyril, if I may make so bold again, let me advise you, if our 
country is invol, invol, goes to war, you would be very well advised to join us, you would no doubt, no doubt at all have a 
very distinct, distinct, I mean distinguished Naval career, Mr. Lennox in the proper manner, that is with my hat on square I 
salute you."  He did so, Mr. Lennox came up to snuff he saluted back, and staggered from the bar.  Two or three Sicilians 
in the bar smiled at the mad English and Tims took to waking Standen up.  The pick-a-back back to the jetty revived 
Standen, and he negotiated the gangplank by taking a quick rush.  Tims followed at a grave slow pace, the two returned 
ambassadors saluted as they passed the brow.

To be continued in March 2017
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

CROSSED THE BAR
REPORTED IN JANUARY 2016

Branch Date Name Rank/Rating O/N Age Submarine Service
Non-Member 7th Dec 

2016
John 
Stainton

Chief Engine 
Room Artificer

TBA TBA Submarine Service in DREADNOUGHT

Gosport 
Branch

29th Dec 
2016

Ray Reid Chief ME P/KX 
892082

84 Submarine Service from 1950 to 1974 in 
AMPHION, TRUMP, TABARD, 
AUROCHS, ALARIC, TAURUS, 
TRADEWIND, ALDERNEY, ASTUTE, 
SERAPH, ALLIANCE, TOKEN, TEREDO 
& WARSTITE

Gosport 
Branch

29th Dec 
2016

Robert 
Sanderson 

ME1 D053332 72 Submarine Service from 1964 to 1967 in 
TOKEN

Lincoln 
Branch

30th Dec 
2016

Henry B 
Hunter

Stoker 
Mechanic

P/KX 
798160

TBA Submarine Service from 1946 to 1948 in 
TACITURN

Gosport 
Branch

31st Dec 
2016

T J (Terry) 
Fearnley

Petty Officer 
MEM

D085946M 78 Submarine Service from 1966 to 1977 in 
ASTUTE (66 to 68), ALLIANCE (68 to 71), 
NARWHAL (71) & GRAMPUS

Submarine 
Officers
Association

Dec 2016 Brian 
Edward 
Baker

Lieutenant 
Commander

N/A TBA Submarine Service from 1954 to 1961 in 
ALDERNEY & AENEAS

Ex Bury 
Branch

Dec 2016 David 
Birkhead

Petty Officer 
MEM

P061071 72 Submarine Service from 1963 to 1971 in 
AMPHION, TOKEN, WARSPITE (1st 
Commission) & CHURCHILL (1st

Commission)
Poole & 
District 
Branch

14th Jan 
2017

Robin 
Raban-
Williams

Lieutenant N/A 94 Submarine Service from 1942 to 1944 in 
OBERON, SIMOOM & TANTIVY

Non-Member 18th Jan 
2017

Terry 
Haydon

Petty Officer 
(UC1)

TBA TBA Submarine Service including ANCHORITE 
(62 to 64)

Dolphin 
Branch

23rd Jan 
2017

David 
Richard 
Wardle

Commander N/A 84 Submarine Service from June 1955 to October 
1980 in AMBUSH, ASTUTE (IL 7th 
December 55), TACTICIAN (IL 30th June 
58), ARTEMIS (CO) & ODIN (CO 1st 
March 1968

Submarine 
Association 
of Australia 
Victoria 
Branch

25th Jan 
2017

Patrick R 
Heffernan

Able Seaman 
SG(C)

P/SSX 
951121

TBA Submarine Service from TALENT (January 
1959 to October 1960), AMBUSH (April 1961 
to June 1963) & SERAPH

Submarine
Officers 
Association

26th Jan 
2017

Richard J 
Tempest

Captain 
(WESM)

N/A 72 Submarine Service in FINWHALE, 
COURAGEOUS & CHURCHILL

Jan 2017 ‘Sandy’ 
Powell

Fleet Chief 
Mechanician

TBA TBA Submarine Service to be advised
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