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Minutes
Branch Meeting of the Barrow in Furness Branch - SA.
February 3rd 2026, at 1930 at the Royal British Legion

Chairman’s welcome: Our Chairman welcomed everyone to the February
Branch Meeting

New Members: Steven Woodcock, Will Dent

Visitors: Family of Lawrence (Les) Carr

Apologies:
Members: Barrie Downer, lan Clark, Steve May

Associate Members: Ralph Wilson, Margaret Downer, Veronica Pointer,
Graeme Croud

Attendees:
Members: as per list.
Associate Members: as per list.

Crossed the Bar reported since the issue of the January 2026
Newsletter. (Secretary to read out).



SUBMARINERS ‘CROSSED THE BAR’ REPORTED IN JANUARYRY 2026
Information on ‘Crossing the Bar’ taken from all available sources

Reported Via Date CTB Name Rank/Rating Official No. Age | Submarine Service
Submarines 8 July 2025 Tom E Hedley Leading Seaman RCN TBA | Submarine Service in RAINBOW ‘on Commissioning
Association of at Norfolk, Virginia on 2nd December 1968 and
Canada GRILSE. Also served in HMCS HURON
We Remember 3w January Tomas (Butters) LCH TBA TBA | Submarine Service in TRENCHANT, TALENT,
Submariners 2026 Stevenson TRIUMPH & CLR (RMB Chivenor).
Friend of SM 4t January Sir Robert Chatles | Vice Admiral TBA 88 Submarine Service in THERMOPYLAE (1964),
Museum 2026 Finch Hill DOLPHIN (1968), REPULSE (P) 28th July 1968,
RNEC Manadon (1976), DG Ships (1982), CINC
Fleet/CSO(E) Desig (1989), MoD Bath (1991).
He held the senior roles of Chief Above Water
Systems Executive, Deputy Controller of the Navy
and Chief Naval Engineer Officer
Also served in DECOY (1958)
North Staffs January 2026 John Davies Petty Officer P052314 84 Submarine Service from 1963 to 1969 in TOTEM,
Branch Member Electrician OBERON, AURIGA & ASTUTE
No. 2787
Submarines 12t January James Bryan Elson | Captain RCN 91 Submarine Service from 1955 in AENEAS,
Association of 2026 SERAPH, EXCALIBUR (IL), SIDON, ARTFUL,
Canada EXPLORER, OSIRIS & ALDERNEY
Also commanded Canadian Ships RESTIGOUCHE,
THUNDER, SKEENA & FRASER & was Base
Commander, CFB Halifax
Barrow in Furness | 14t January Lawrence Carr Chief Petty J926334E 88 Submarine Service from June 1956 to October 1977
Member No. 2638 | 2026 Officer in ARTFUL (1956), PORPOISE (1957 to 1958),
(Underwater TALLY HO & SEA DEVIL (1959), TRUNCHEON
Weapons) (A) & EXPLORER (1962), SEALION (1963), ALCIDE
(1964), ALLIANCE (1966), ORACLE (1967),
REPULSE (§) (1968) COURAGEOUS (1972 to
1974) & SUPERB (1975 to 1977
We Remember 15t January John Hutchinson | TBA TBA 81 TBA
Submariners 2026
We Remember 18t January William Chatles Commander (E) TBA 70 Submarine Service from 1975 to 2004 including
Submariners 2026 (Bill) Johnson (WESM) DOLPHIN, RENOWN (§), REPULSE (TWEO),

FOSM Staff (1989) & DGUW (N) (1991)




Submarines 21t January Michael Murphy TBA RCN 69 Submarine Service in ONONDAGA &

Association of 2026 Toole OKANAGAN

Canada

Derbyshire Branch | 25t January Peter Johnson Able Seaman (UC) | P/SSX864713 [ 92 RN Service from 1949 to 1958 including ANDREW,

Member No.3360 | 2026 TAPIR & TRESPASSER. Also served in
WRANGLER, CADIZ & CHEVRON

West of Scotland 28t January P J (Fred) Flint Warrant Officer 1 | D153209H 73 Submarine Service from 1976 in RENOWN (1976 to

Member No. 2937 | 2026 Coxswain 1981), OSIRIS (1984 to 1985), ODIN (1985 to 19806),
TIRELESS (1986 to 1987), SPARTAN (1988 to 1989
& 2nd Commission on 15th October 1988),
WARSPITE (1989 to 1990), REPULSE (1993 to
1995) & TURBULENT (1999 to 2001)

We Remember 30t January David Slater CPO Marine TBA TBA | TBA

Submariners 2026 Engineering

Artificer

Submarines 31st January Donald Francis Able Seaman EM | TBA 86 RCN Service from 1956 to 1973,.

Association of 2026 Childs Submarine Service in DOLPHIN, THERMOPYLAE

Canada on commissioning at Portsmouth on 21st July 1965 &
OJIBWA
Also served in HMCS BONAVENTURE, MICMAC
& INCH ARRON

We Remember January 2026 Anthony T Captain (WESM) [ TBA TBA | Service from 1952 to 1988 including, TRUMP,

Submariners Wardale CACHALOT, OTTER, AUWE Portland. Also

served in HERMIONE, MINERVA, Captain
Underwater Acceptance COLLINGWOOd &
BULWARK

Chairman: - Please be upstanding......
As a mark of respect for Our Branch Member ‘Crossing the Bar’ we will now have a two-minute silence......

Toast to absent friends.




7. Minutes of December 2025 meeting: Proposed: Bob Hagen
Seconded: Alex Webb

8. Matters arising from the January Branch Meeting:

9. Secretary Report: Julian Talks

Good Evening everyone,

| will start with an update on the SA’s New Database and Website.

We had a Branch committee meeting on Tuesday the 6! of January to discuss how we
could safeguard our Full Members from losing their Membership of the Submariners
Association. Some Members had already freely given their permission for their personal
details to be stored on the new database and to be available on the new website. Our
aim was to safeguard those members who had not yet responded to our Branch
Secretary with their wishes and those who had chosen not to give permission, which
would result in their membership lapsing.

It was stated in the committee meeting that the first email from our National Secretary
concerning the new Association Database and Website was very misleading. Further
communication with the National Vice Chairman managed to clarify this situation. For a
Member to keep their membership, they only need their details to be stored in the new
database. This does not mean their details will be available on the new website, this
would require their permission to be freely given in accordance with GDPR.

It was proposed that our Branch Membership application form contains a section where
the applicant can choose YES or NO for some of their details to be displayed on the
Association Website. With this in mind, at this stage, the Barrow Branch Committee
agreed that this choice covers the GDPR requirement for Members Personal details to
be stored in the new database but NOT to have Members details displayed on the new
website. We have 28 Members who have signed the Permission Statement and emailed
it to our Branch Secretary, this meets the GDPR requirement to have their personal
details displayed on the new website.

In Conclusion, the Barrow Branch Committee agreed that the Branch Secretary would
email all outstanding Members informing them that to safeguard their Association
Membership, their personal details would be sent in spreadsheet format to the National
Secretary, clearly stating that their personal details are to be stored on the New
Database only. Any Members who DID NOT want this were asked to reply to the email
stating that fact before the 30" of January, but they must understand that their
Association Membership would lapse.

The database information required to safeguard our 130 Members Membership to the
Association was submitted on Friday the 30" of January 2026. The next stage, which
has not yet been confirmed by our National Secretary, | presume will be that when the
new website is up and running, we will be able to register and new members will be
assigned their Membership Number.....watch this space.

The National Committee, now known as the SAC have sent out the Draft Guidelines
which are currently being evaluated by our Branch Committee. The financial restrictions



that our Branch agreed should be proposed at the National Conference have been
included in the Guidelines draft but there is some concern over the extent of these
restrictions, the SAC have shown they do not want these restrictions to cover any

operational grants received from the supporting organisation, RNRMC etc.

We have received a request from Alison Robertson, she has been asked by a
representative of a museum in Poland for advice on how to attach a WW2 naval lanyard
and scarf to a WW2 naval jumper and square rig collar. She would be very grateful if we
could advise her about this. Perhaps we know of a website with instructions and
diagrams. The museum has a WW2 prisoner of war room. A number of submariners
became POWs in the area of Poland that the museum represents. Please let the Branch
Secretary know if you can help with this request.

And finally, we have had a request from Craig Weir, Chairman of the Northeast Branch.
After meeting with a couple of Barrow Members at the last SAC AGM in Leicester? “We
mentioned that our Branch were setting up an exhibit in Blyth Battery and that you may
have a few artefacts that we can borrow. Also, our branch is holding this year’s Trafalgar
Dinner in Whitehaven so perhaps we could look into having a joint dinner.” | have replied
to Craig to asking for more information.

Thank you.

10. Social Secretary’s Report. Alex Webb

Hi Everybody

January, what a terrible month what with all the not drinking, dieting and pretending | am
warm so | don’t have to put the heating on!!! Thank goodness it is over.

| am putting together next year’s Social Calendar and if anyone has any submariner type
events they want to appear on the programme please get them to me. These include BIB’s,
single unit reunions, parades and any ideas for a run ashore.

The Morecambe Bay branch 50th Anniversary dinner was a hoot, great company, great
food and we all went out afterwards to find a bar and have a sing-song. Who would have
known we had Frank Sinatra as one of our members. Blooming good run ashore, | for one,
cannot wait until their 60th.

Then we had the wonderful weekend that is our annual K13 Memorial trip. It was a lot less
windy than when we went last year and the leisure centre kept its (albeit temporary) roof
on. From start to finish it was a very well organised event thanks to Andy Knox and his
team. Again seeing the youngsters was fun and very fluid. The dinner (can’t remember
too much about that!) but understand it was a nice event and obviously the two services
we conducted at Govan and Garelochhead Cemetery put the whole weekend into context.
Never forget our Absent Friends.

The next event is our annual First Footing to Morecambe; | am spending more time over
there than | do here.! Friday 6th Feb departing the Legion at 6pm returning about midnight
this is greatly subsidised by the branch which entails an evening of fun, rum and big eats.
| have 3 seats left so if you want to come along, for the price of £10 for transport it can be
arranged.

Then next up is the ‘Buddies in Boats’ run ashore to Barrow in Furness. Lee Marshall has
all the details so if you want to be a part of these fun weekends get in touch with him.
The Members’ Draw was not won in January so stands at £40 for the February meeting
and if you are coming along then please don’t forget to bring money for the scratch cards;



for the princely sum of £2 you could win £30. And as Peter Lamb knows, if you put your name on more than one those winnings could increase.

Smally eats at the meeting, given it is still very cold, will be bacon buns, with all the trimmings i.e.: a bun and bacon.

Yours Aye
Alex

Date
23rd - 25th
6th

6th - 8th
13th - 15th

16th - 21st
24th - 26th

1st - 3rd
16th - 18th
23rd

29th -31st

12th - 16th
27th

W/E
Fri

W/E
W/E

W/E
W/E

W/E
W/E
Sat
Sat

W/E

Sat

Barrow Submariners Association Social Planner 2026 (Mod 1)

Event

January
K13 Weekend

February
First Footing

Matrch
SM2 Re-Union
BIBs Weekend

April
Levante Re-Union
Dreadnought Re-Union

May
Vandal & Untamed

Arboretum Ceremony
Jenk's Pub Crawl
BIBs Weekend
une

Upholder Reunion

Armed Forces Parade

Yenue
Helensburgh
Morecambe

Plymouth
Barrow

Benidorm
Barrow

Dunoon
Staffordshire
Lakes
Bridlington

Malta

Barrow

Date Day
4th Sat
29th Sat
19th Sat
19th Sun
15th Thur
8th-10th W/E
20th Sat
27th Sun

Event

July
DTS

August
Race Day

September
DTS West Shore Club
Battle of Britain Parade

October
DTS Hope & Anchor
November
Remembrance Parades
December

Christmas Party
DTS Seaweed Corner
NOTES

Venue

Askam

Cartmel

Walney
Barrow

Ulverston

Barrow

Legion
Walney

1. Monthly Meeting 1st Tuesday of Month at 7:30pm

2. Meetings include: Rum Issue, Scratchcard, Members Draw

& Snacks.

3. Prices of Events & Dress Code TBC.

4. Quiz Nights TBC Prior to Event.



Stand Easy.....
11.  Treasurer’s Report: Richard Cambridge

e Treasurer's Audit was completed in January by Bob Hagen and Peter Wells
e Accounts report cash £138, Business £5221, Savings £4609
e Les Carr’s family donated £265 to the Rum Fund

12. Website Managers Report: lan Clark reports “no change” and “it’s all on the
website”

13. Newsletter Editor’s Report: Steve McKay reported the Newsletter is being put
on the website and is to be posted to the postal members.

14. Welfare & Sick Call:

15. AOB:

e The Chairman read out a “Thank You Card’ from Phyllis Palmer for the
bouquet of flowers sent to her from the Branch at Christmas. The card is
two months late due to being in Brigham’s pocket.

e On the 21st of February Route 66 will be performing at the Legion at £5 per
head, all are welcome.

e Peter Lamb reminded the Members that it is the first Anniversary of Les
Hambling’s Granddaughter Rebbecca’s passing.

e The crew of HMS Dreadnought have donated £300 to Brisbane Infants
School for the purchase of language pens.

e The Association membership fee of £5 per member is due before the 15t of
March 2026.

¢ Malcolm Hogg has asked for anyone ordering Slops goodies to email him
and he will sort them out.

e ltis 125 years to the day on the 4" of February that the keel of Holland 1
was laid, the Submarine was built in 8 weeks!

e March 13" to 15" the Buddies in Boats event is being held in Barrow, Lee
Marshall has the details.

¢ The Duke of Lancaster’s Regimental Association Furness Branch would
like to take this opportunity to invite our Association to attend the St.
Georges Day parade on Sunday the 26 of April. Derek Phillips
(Chairman)

16. The date of the Next Branch Meeting is Tuesday 3@ March 2026

17. Meeting Shut at 20:15

18. Up Spirits & Loyal Toast: The Chairman



