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_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COVER PHOTO – ALEX & JAN AT THE CHRISTMAS PARTY AT THE LEGION 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

“Nothing in the world, nothing that you may think or dream of, or anyone may 
tell you, no arguments however specious, no appeals however seductive, must 
lead you to abandon that naval supremacy on which the life of our country 
depends.” 

WINSTON SPENCER CHURCHILL 
_________________________________________________________________________________

EDITORIAL JANUARY 2026 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Hello Everybody 
Welcome to another year of Barrow Branch Monthly Newsletters.  Firstly – a Very Happy New Year to you all. I 
hope you all had a very Merry Christmas and that Santa was very good to you and that he didn’t forget where you 
all live! I see that you had a choice of three parties/socials to go to arranged by Alex and the Branch. I hope that 
everyone managed to get to at least one of them (if not all three). In case you forgot which one (or ones) you went 
to there are some photos in the Edition so you can remind yourselves who else was there! 
I have left in the details of the forthcoming K13 Weekend so you can remind yourselves of the Programme of 
Events for the Weekend. If you didn’t forward your details to Faslane by 10th December it’s a bit too late now and 
you won’t get into the Base! For those of you who are going – it looks like it will be a very busy few days! 
Very sadly – once again this month - there is quite a long list of SA Members ‘Crossed the Bar’. Also very sadly 
there is limited information about some of them. If you knew any of them and can fill in some of the gaps please 
pass the information to either me or the Dave Smith – for SA and We Remember Submarines records. 
A reminder that if you hope to win in Alex’s ‘Monthly Member’s Draw’ remember that you have to be at the 
Monthly Meeting. In the off chance that your name gets drawn out and you are not there - then hard luck!. You 
don’t get anything and it rolls over to the next month but - there again, you might get lucky with one of Alex’s 
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Scratch Cards – you just need to pick the right Submarine’s Name -I did at last October’s meeting so it does work 
– thanks Alex! 
The January 2026 Branch Meeting will be held in the Concert Room at the Royal British Legion at 1930 on 
Tuesday 6th January. We hope to see you all at the Branch Meeting so come along and support the Committee and 
the Members. Meanwhile, hopefully, you will find something interesting to read and enjoy in this Issue. Don’t be 
late! 
Best Regards,  
Barrie 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SECRETARY’S REPORT – JANUARY 2026 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Happy New Year All, 
Hope you all had a great Christmas and are looking forward to 2026.  
I would like to start by thanking the Morecambe Bay Branch for agreeing to second our Proposal to reinstate the 
spending limits for the National Committee, this proposal was submitted to our National Secretary in December 
in accordance with the deadline and has since been acknowledged. 
Concerning the Submariners Association Database and Website, we have submitted the personal details of  our 
members who have chosen to consent to their details being held on the database as requested by the National 
Secretary. The original deadline was the 15th of  December. Since then Barrie has recovered an archived database 
from 2022 which has been passed on to the SAC. We have been asked to filter our Members and send back what 
we believe is correct as of  today, however GDPR was and is still a requirement. We now have a deadline of  the 
31st of  January to achieve this. 
Yours aye, 
Julian (Jules) Talks 
barrow.sa.secretary@gmail.com 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
SOCIAL SECRETARY REPORT - JANUARY 2026 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Hi Everybody 
Happy New Year 
 
Another year to enjoy together, I would like to thank all those that supported me in 2025 and hopefully that 
number will grow, otherwise I know a phone box on Crellin Street that I can hold my social events in. 
I am putting together next year’s Social Calendar and if anyone has any submariner type events they want to 
appear on the program please get them to me. These include BIB’s, single unit reunions, parades and any ideas for 
a run ashore. 
We are going to start off 2026 in a sedate manner and the only events on in January are: 
Morecambe Branch’s 50th birthday dinner on Saturday 10th January, dress black tie with miniatures. 
Weekend of the 23rd – 25th is our annual K13 weekend, but given it is the 125th Anniversary of the submarines it 
will be a special one. 
The Members’ Draw was not won in December so stands at £35 tonight, don’t forget the scratch cards for the 
princely sum of £2 you could win £30. And as Peter Lamb knows, if you put your name on more than one those 
winnings could increase. 
Smally eats at the meeting, given it is very cold, will be something hot.  
 
Yours Aye 
Alex 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

SOCIAL PROGRAMME 
_________________________________________________________________________________

JANUARY 2026 BRANCH CALENDAR 
Branch Meeting   Tues 6th Jan 
Committee Meeting  Tues 6th Jan 
K13 Faslane  W/E 23rd/25th Jan 

_____________________________________ 

FEBRUARY BRANCH CALENDAR 
Branch Meeting   Tues 3rd Feb 
Committee Meeting  As Required 

________________________________________ 

MARCH BRANCH CALENDAR 
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Branch Meeting   Tues 3rd Mar 
Committee Meeting  As Required 

_________________________________________ 

JANUARY BRANCH BIRTHDAYS 
L. (Lou) Budden (A) 02/01/1971 
K (Kate) Pearson (A) 02/01/1947 
Andrew Cundell  08/01/1971 
R.S. (Bob) Sherriff 10/01/1949 
S. (Sheila) Sherriff (A) 21/01/1950 
P.C. (Peter) Hearn 22/01/1957 
I.W. (Ian) Moore 29/01/1948 
P (Piya) Das (A)  20/01/1987 

Happy Birthday All!! 
_____________________________________ 

DISCLAIMER 
This Newsletter is published by the Submariners 
Association (Barrow in Furness) and is © 2026 The 
opinions expressed in these pages are not necessarily 
the opinion of the Editor, The Submariners 
Association, the MoD, or the Submarine Service 
unless otherwise stated. The Submariners 
Association may not agree with the opinions 
expressed in this Newsletter but encourages 
publication as a matter of interest. 
Nothing printed may be construed as policy or an 
official announcement unless so stated. Otherwise, 
the Association accepts no liability on any issue in 
this Newsletter. 
_________________________________________ 

SUBMARINE COMMISSIONING CREW 
LISTS 

_____________________________________ 
Do you have any? Submarine Commissioning, 
Paying Off, De-commissioning and Re-dedication 
Crew Lists – are still wanted, thank you very much. 
These Crew List are required for an ongoing project 
to compile a Chronological Record of Submariners. 
If you don’t have any Crew Lists and you wish to be 
added to the Record you can always send me your 
individual details - where and when joined boats, 
rank or rate, boats served in - with dates if known – 
Official Numbers are always helpful as well. 
I am looking for ‘First Commission’ Crew Lists as 
follows: PORPOISE, GRAMPUS, CACHALOT, 
WALRUS, OBERON, ONYX, ORPHEUS, ODIN, 
OTUS, UNICORN, AUDACIOUS and ANSON. 
Also looking for copies of Crew Lists for subsequent 
Commissions of any ‘O’ Class, ‘P’ Class or Nuclear 
Boat – SSN & SSBN. Crew Lists for any 
Commissioning or Decommissioning of any Diesel 

‘A,’ ‘S’ or ‘T’ Class Boat refitting in Home 
Dockyards or in Malta, Singapore or Sydney are also 
required. Have a look through your records and 
‘Ditty Boxes’ and see what you can find. You can 
contact me by E Mail, Snail Mail or Telephone 
Thanks Barrie Downer 
_________________________________________ 

RESURGAM - REMEMBERING 
FORMER BARROW MEMBERS 

JANUARY 

Morris Voce   1982 
James G W Tiffney  1993 
George Green   2007 
Peter Bell   2007 
Brian Kerr   2008 
J S Hards   2010 
Leslie Willcox   2012 
Colin Lee   2015 
Ted Budgen   2016 
Norman Hart   2017 
Frank Pretty   2019 
Thomas S Fell   2020 
Richard Watling   2020 
Ian Hugh Pirnie   2022 

RESURGAM 
_____________________________________ 

NEWSLETTER CONTACT INFO 
Do you have a story to tell or have information you 
feel should appear in the Newsletter - then ring 
Barrie Downer on 01229 820963 or, if you wish to 
send me an article, my Postal Address is ‘The Firs’, 
Dundalk Street, Barrow Island, Barrow in Furness, 
Cumbria LA14 2RZ. You may also send your 
contribution by e-mail frozennorth55@gmail.com. 
Come on – every Submariner has a story to tell – 
some more than one! Let’s see yours in print! 
Constructive suggestions about the Newsletter are 
also very welcome. The Newsletter will be published 
in the last week of each month i.e., the last week in 
January for the February 2026 Issue. Also, please 
note that the SA National Newsletter ‘In Depth’ will 
be published on 1st April 2026 so, if you have 
anything for either Newsletter please ensure you 
have any information with me by the 15th of the 
previous month to ensure its inclusion in the next 
issue. Thank you to everyone who contributed to 
this edition – keep them stories coming! 
_________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
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PARTIES TIMES THREE 

No. ONE - THE CHRISTMAS PARTY AT THE LEGION 

 

 
 

AND No. TWO - THE DTS AT THE WEST SHORE CLUB 
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AND No. THREE - AT THE HOPE & ANCHOR 
 

 
_________________________________________________________ 
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The K-13 Memorial Weekend 23-25 Jan 2026 
125th Anniversary of the Submarine Service 

INTRODUCTION 
The West of Scotland (WoS) branch of the Submariners Association with the support of HMS NEPTUNE and 
Helensburgh SCC have traditionally held a weekend of Remembrance for the RN crew and Civilians who 
perished so unfortunately onboard HMS K13 during a fatal accident in the Gareloch on 29th January 1917 
The K13 memorial weekend is an extremely important event in the WoS and wider Submariners Association 
calendar and hopefully will be supported by veterans and serving submariners from far and wide. I have managed 
to secure limited accommodation within the Base, as per last year the Memorial Dinner on Sat evening is open to 
families and friends.  There may be an opportunity for a visit to a platform and SMERAS(Submarine Escape and 
Rescue) on the Sat afternoon. 
SECURITY 
The following security details for weekend access to HMNB Clyde will be required before 10 Dec 2025: 

• Full Name 

• DoB 

• Place of Birth 

• SA Branch 

• Mobile phone No 
I must emphasise the importance of providing the security details in a timely fashion, if you require 
accommodation then please state in your email. All non-Base pass holders must bring proof of ID (current UK 
driving Licence/Passport) All bookings are to be emailed to: chairman@submarinersassociation.com 
COST 
The cost for the weekend will be approximately £30pp which includes refreshments at Fairfields Heritage Centre, 
a four-course meal on the Sat evening with wine and port and a Buffet prior to departure. 
PAYMENT 
Payment for the K13 Memorial weekend should be made to the WoS branch Treasurer: 
Name of Account: Submariners Association (Bank of Scotland) 
Sort Code: 80-08-31 
Account No: 00979430 
Please put your name in the reference followed by K13 2026. 
ACCOMMODATION 
There are a limited number of cabins available on the base, first come, first served. There are a mixture of single 
cabins (3/4 bed) and shared cabins. Individuals are to email Andy Knox to secure accommodation: 
chairman@submarinersassociation.com at the earliest opportunity. 

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 

Date Time Event Comments 

23 Jan 2026 15:00 – 
17:00 

All travelling guests are to arrive at the 
South gate HMNB Clyde for issue of 
pass 

WoS Branch 
meeting 

23 Jan 2026 20:00 Branch meeting commences, welcome 
to all branches/visitors and introduce 
VIP (COSM) for SM Service update 

Chairman WoS 
branch 

23 Jan 2026 23:00 Bar shuts All 

24 Jan 2026 08:00-08:45 Breakfast in the WO&SRs Mess Individuals to pay 

24 Jan 2026 09:30 Transport departs HMNB Clyde 
(Supermess) for Govan, Elder Park via 
Helensburgh for memorial service and 
wreath laying.  Orders of Service issued 
by WoS Branch. Access to Fairfields 
Heritage Centre for refreshments. 

All 

24 Jan 2026 O/C  Transport departs Elder Park, return to 
HMNB Clyde via Helensburgh 

All 

24 Jan 2026 12:30 Muster Kennedy’s Bar for light 
refreshments and lunch in WO&SRs 

All 
 

mailto:chairman@submarinersassociation.com
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Mess. 

24 Jan 2026 PM Visit to SMERAS & Platform(TBC)  

24 Jan 2026 17:00 Transport from Helensburgh to 
HMNB Clyde Supermess. 

All 

24 Jan 2026 18:00 Muster in WO&SRs Mess Reading 
Room Bar for pre-dinner welcome 
drinks. 

 

24 Jan 2026 19:30 Call to dinner All 

24 Jan 2026 19:45 K13 Memorial Dinner All 

24 Jan 2026 O/C Retire to Kennedy’s Bar All 

25 Jan 2026 01:00 Transport from HMNB Clyde 
Supermess to Helensburgh 

All 

25 Jan 2026 08:00 – 
09:00 

Breakfast WO&SRs Mess Individual to pay 

25 Jan 2026 10:30 Transport departs HMS NEPTUNE 
Church for Faslane Cemetery (K13 
Ship’s Bell to be transported to Faslane 
Cemetery) 

All 

25 Jan 2026 10:50 K13 Memorial Service commences. 
Helensburgh SCC in attendance for 
ringing of K13 Ship’s Bell. O/C of the 
memorial service, march up to the 
grave of Cdr Goodhart for a wreath 
laying. 
Wet weather routine will take place in 
the Base Church 

All 

25 Jan 2026 O/C Transport departs for HMNB Clyde All 

25 Jan 2026 12:00 Muster in Kennedy’s Bar for farewell 
refreshments 

All 

25 Jan 2026 14:00 Secure, all personnel to be clear of the 
Base, all Base passes to be handed in 

All 

Note: All timings are correct at time of going to print, however may change. 
K-13 Memorial Weekend Dinner 24 Jan 2026 

17:00 Transport departs Helensburgh to HMNB Clyde Supermess. 
18:30 All individuals to muster in Kennedy’s Bar/Reading Room, WO&SRs Mess for welcome drinks. 
19:30 Call to Dinner. 
19:45 All to be stood behind their seating positions, there will not be a formal seating plan. 
19:55 Top Table to enter, once everyone is seated the WoS Chairman will introduce the Top Table. 
20:00 Light the candle to absent friends. 
20:05 Grace. 
O/C Meal commences. 
O/C 10-minute comfort break (Port is placed at stations, cheese and biscuits placed on tables). 
O/C Chairman un-stoppers the port and announces, ‘pass the port’. 
O/C Call on WoS Branch President Chris Leggett MBE to propose the Loyal Toast (All to remain seated). 
O/C WoS Chairman introduces the guest speaker. 
O/C Floor open for any guests to propose a toast etc. 
O/C Candle for Absent Friends removed to Kennedy’s Bar. 
O/C Retire to Kennedy’s Bar. 
01:00 Return Transport to Helensburgh from outside the Supermess. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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SUBMARINERS ‘CROSSED THE BAR’ REPORTED IN DECEMBER 2025 
Information on ‘Crossing the Bar’ taken from all available sources 

Reported Via Date CTB Name Rank/Rating Official No. Age Submarine Service 

Submarines 
Association of 
Australia 

23rd June 2025 Hugh Peter Reid Chief Petty 
Officer (ET) SSM 

RAN R57982 82 Submarine Service from 15th June 1964 in 
DOLPHIN, ORPHEUS, OSIRIS, SEALION, 
OTWAY (on Commissioning at Greenock on 23rd 
April 1968) 

Submarine 
Association of 
Canada 

5th November 
2025 

James Michel 
(Mitch) Ewan 

Commander RCN TBA 79 Submarine Service in RAINBOW, OKANAGAN, 

OJIBWA (CO), ONONDAGA (CO) & 

OKANAGAN (CO) 

Also served in HMCS MARGEREE (CO) 

We Remember 
Submariners 

 Daniel (Danny) 
Long 

   No Service details available. 

We Remember 
Submariners 

28th 
November 
2025 

David Charles 
Langbridge MSc 

Commodore (E) 
(MESM) 

TBA 68 Submarine Service including SPLENDID, 
RESOLUTION (S) (1988 to 1991), VANGUARD 

Barrow Branch 
Member No. 2302 

1st December 
2025 

Christopher 
Michael Brown 

Lieutenant 
Commander 
(WESM) 

CO 19155B 78 Submarine Service from September 1969 to April 
1984 in OCELOT, SEALION, RENOWN (S) & 
TRAFALGAR (WEO on commissioning on 27th 
May 1983) 

Submarines 
Association of 
Canada 

5th December 
2025 

Jack G. Caie Able Seaman RCN 91 Submarine Service from 29th November 1954 to 19** 

in DOLPHIN, AMBUSH & ASTUTE 

(One of the first Tranche of 50 Canadian Submarine 
Trainees on 29th November 1954) 

We Remember 
Submariners 

5th December 
2025 

Darren ‘Daz’ 
Grosvenor 

Petty Officer 
Writer 

TBA 63 RN Service from 1979 to 2022 including VALIANT, 
SWIFTSURE, TIRELESS (2000), TORBAY & 
TALENT 
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We Remember 
Submariners 

6th December 
2025 

Gerald Allan 
Sotheran Paul 

Captain (X)(SM) TBA  Submarine Service from April 1953 to August 1972. 
BRNC, DOLPHIN OTC, FORTH, SANGUINE 
(5th Hand), TEREDO, TUDOR, TRUNCHEON, 
SUBTLE (3rd Hand), NARWHAL, ARTFUL 
ALARIC (IL), COQC No.46A (1961), AMBROSE, 
AURIGA (CO Temp), ALCIDE (CO), OLYMPUS 
(CO on commissioning on 21st October 1966), 
NEPTUNE, RESOLUTION (S) (CO 2nd 
Commission at Rosyth on 10th July 1971), MoD 
London DN Plans & ROOKE. 

Bridlington & 
District Branch 
Member No. 4144 

10th December 
2025 

Clifford Wilson Able Seaman (TM) C/JX 658820 98 Submarine Service from December 1944 to 
November 1947 in TAKU & TOKEN 

Essex Branch 
Member No. 3921 

14th December 
2025 

Michael F (Mike) 
Stephenson 

Chief Radio 
Supervisor 

D083001 76 Submarine Service from May 1968 to 1989 in 
RESOLUTION, REPULSE (S) on commissioning at 
Rosyth in 1972, VALIANT, SOVEREIGN & 
RENOWN 

We Remember 
Submariners 

16th December 
2025 

David Smith Chief Petty 
Officer (S)(SM) 

TBA TBA Submarine Service in NARWHAL, ORPHEUS, 
REVENGE, WARSPITE & SUPERB 

Submarines 
Association of 
Canada 

18th December 
2025 

Jacob (Lloyd) 
Dyck 

Lieutenant 
Commander RCN 

Not Given 81 Submarine Service from 1968 to 1994 in 
ONONDAGA, OJIBWA, SEALION 1981 to 1983), 
ONYX, OTTER & OKANAGAN (1983 to 1985) 

We Remember 
Submariners 

18th December 
2025 

Emmanuel S 
(Manny) Scicluna 

Chief Petty 
Officer Coxswain 

P/J929999 90 Submarine Service in RORQUAL, SEALION 
(August 1968) & other Boats, SETT DOLPHIN & 
NEPTUNE Escape Coxswain 

Friend of 
Submarine 
Museum 

22nd December 
2025 

Anthony Shand 
Leslie Smith 

Captain (X)(SM) Not Given 80 Submarine Service from 1969 to 1992 in DOLPHIN, 
PLATYPUS, OXLEY, ANDREW, REPULSE, 
OBERON (IL), ORACLE, COURAGEOUS (IL), 
TRAFALGAR (Il), SPLENDID (CO) & Captain 
(SM1 

Submarine 
Association of 
Canada 

22nd 
December 
2025 

James Charles 
Nelson Dickens 

Not Given RCN 52 Submarine Service in HMCS WINDSOR & 
CORNER BROOK 

We Remember 
Submariners 

27th December 
2025 

Matt Seymour TBA TBA TBA Submarine Service in RESOLUTION & RENOWN 
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 Norfolk Branch 
Member No. 1689  

31st December 
2025 

Allen F (Trapper) 
Herbert 

POMA D130877H 77 Submarine Service from 1980 to 1985 in 
CHURCHILL, RENOWN (P) & CONQUEROR 

We Remember 
Submariners 

December 
2025 

Joseph (Joe) Doyle TBA TBA 76 Submarine Service in CONQUEROR (at the 
Falklands 1982) 

Gosport Branch 
Member No. 1835  

December 
2025 

Alistair Rex 
Burnett 

Chief Marine 
Engineering 
Mechanic (L) 

D090746X 76 Submarine Service from 1971 to 1989 in OCELOT, 
ODIN (1980 to 1983), RORQUAL & OSIRIS 

Friend of 
Submarine 
Museum 

December 
2025 

Michael Geoffrey 
Bates 

Commander (S) 
(SM) 

Not Given  RN Service in BRNC 1968, HAMPSHIRE 1970, 
RENOWN 1976, NEPTUNE 1982, DRYAD 1989, 
MoD London 1991 

Gosport Branch 
Member No. 1481 

December 
2025 

Thomas M 
McNally 

Chief Radio 
Supervisor 

D083012P 77 Submarine Service from November 1969 to 
November 1990 in NARWHAL, SEALION, OTTER 
& WALRUS 

We Remember 
Submariners 

December 
2025 

Alan Prosser TBA TBA 97 Submarine Service in ‘A’, ‘T’ & ‘S’ Class Boats 

We Remember 
Submariners 

2024 Adrian P? Stroud Marine 
Engineering 
Artificer 

TBA 59 Outside Wrecker? 
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