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COVER PICTURE: AN ALTERNATIVE VERION OF THE POLE VAULT? 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

“Nothing in the world, nothing that you may think or dream of, or anyone may 
tell you, no arguments however specious, no appeals however seductive, must 
lead you to abandon that naval supremacy on which the life of our country 
depends.” 

WINSTON SPENCER CHURCHILL 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

EDITORIAL OCTOBER 2026 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Hello Everybody 
 
Well here we are into October and this week sees the actual 125th Anniversary date with the 2nd October marking 
the date that Submarine Torpedo Boat No. 1 (better known as HOLLAND No. 1)  was launched at Barrow. It is 
particularly significant that HMS AGAMEMNON has just sailed from Barrow – see the Press Release on pages 5 
to 7. It would have been remarkable had it been on the 2nd October but the Tides dictate when Boats can leave 
the Shipyard – so it had to be the last week in September - however you can’t beat nature. Hopefully it won’t be 
too long before we see HMS ACHILLIES leaves the DDH and get lowered into the water. 
More Submarine news shows that the 1st Steel to be cut for the AUKUS Programme in the New Year and other 
reports indicate that all the AUKUS Reactors will be built in UK 
Project EUSTON – which was to provide two new Floating Docks for Faslane will now provide for three 
Floating Docks – but all at Faslane? Why not one at Barrow or Devonport and two at Faslane? I don’t suppose 
too many of you remember the previous Floating Docks at Faslane, Barrow and Portsmouth but they were almost 
continually in use for all Classes of Boats 
In this Newsletter you will find the details for this weekend’s Barrow 125th Anniversary Events at the AE1/AE2 
Memorial, at the Town Hall and at the Legion. Please make every effort to support the efforts made by you 
Committee, BAE, the Sea Cadets and the Town hall. 
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I hope you will all be able to attend the October  Branch Meeting – come along and support the Committee and 
the Members and find out what is going on over the rest of the year. Meanwhile, hopefully, you will find 
something interesting to read and enjoy in this Issue.. The October Branch Meeting  will be held in the Concert 
Room at the Royal British Legion in Holker Street at 1930 on Tuesday 6th October – see you all there – don’t be 
late! 
Best Regards, 
Barrie 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SECRETARY’S REPORT – OCTOBER 2026 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Hello all, 
The King’s Portrait will be installed this week by Warrant Officer Jim Wright and his team ready for unveiling at 
the SM125 celebrations on Saturday the 3rd of  October. 
On the 30th of  August, the Branch was invited to celebrate Civic Sunday with the Mayor of  Barrow. The event 
started with a short march from the Town Hall to St. Georg’s Church for a Service. After returning to Barrow 
Town Hall, we enjoyed being entertained by the ‘Just in Time’ Dance Band from South Cumbria while we tucked 
into the Tea and Stickies. Thank you to the 11 Branch Members who attended to support this event. 
On Tuesday the 3rd of  September we attended the Merchant Seaman’s Day’ at the Town Hall. There was a short 
service followed by some maritime poems read by the Mayor of  Barrow and Bill McEwan. 
On Sunday the 20th of  September it was the Battle of  Britain Parade with celebrations afterwards at the Legion. 
Thank you to those who attended in support our friends in RAFA at this great event. It’s plain to see from the 
photos that you all had a great time at this event. 
On Saturday the 3rd of  October we have ‘The Big One’ The SM125 Event where Veteran Submariners, Serving 
Submariners, Associate Members, Morecambe Branch Members, Military Veterans, the Royal Australian Navy, 
Submarine Builders (including the AUKUS team), Town Councillors, Sea Cadets and the people of  Barrow can 
come along to celebrate 125 years of  Submarine History.  
Final preparations are now underway, so please make sure you are at Ramsden Square for the service start time at 
11:00 am, we are looking forward to seeing our new flagpoles. Then the Town Hall Parade starts at 12:00 noon, 
there will be some seating for any members that would like to see the Parade but are unable to stand for 
approximately 30 minutes. 
Please see below the full programme of  events. 

Saturday 3rd October 2026 
11:00am – Serving & Veteran Submariners Muster at AE1 & AE2 Memorial 
12:00pm – Main Parade with the Sea Cadets Band at the Town Hall Courtyard 
12:30pm – Meet and greet in the Town Hall 
1:00pm – Buffet lunch and bar, including a Submarine Art Exhibition 
2:00pm – Concert by the Scarborough Sea Cadet Band 
3:00pm – Meet & Greet at the Royal British Legion, Barrow 
4:00pm – 8:00pm – Refreshments and entertainment at the Royal British Legion, Barrow 

This occasion will provide an opportunity to celebrate 125 years of  the Royal Navy Submarine Service and 
recognise the proud and historic connection between the Submarine Service and the town of  Barrow. 
And, finally, a reminder of  the Trafalgar Night Dinners that the Branch have been invited to, there are three in 
total. 
1. 17th October – Morecambe Bay at the Morecambe Golf  Club £50 Stag 
 Contact Barrow Branch Secretary 
2. 21st October – Barrow Submarine Crews at the Town Hall - £35 Stag 
 Contact Cdr Ed Higgins (via Barrow Branch Secretary) 
3. 23rd October – Barrow Sea Cadets at the Golf  Club - £45 Partners Welcome 
 Contact Barrow Branch Secretary for an application form 
Any Members wishing to attend any of  these events who have not already made contact, please do so soon to 
avoid disappointment. 
Yours aye, 
Julian (Jules) Talks 
barrow.sa.secretary@gmail.com 

mailto:barrow.sa.secretary@gmail.com
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________________________________________________________________________________________ 
SOCIAL SECRETARY REPORT - OCTOBER 2026 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Hi Chairman Ladies & Gentlemen, 
September over and we are starting to get a little busier after the summer break. First up we had ‘our ladies’ 
afternoon tea. 15 beautiful ladies turned up at the Town house and were fed and watered by the branch. Thanks to 
all my supporters for this - Jan, Kath & Nikki as hosts-  looking after the girls and Bob, Peter, Steve May as drivers 
ferrying them back and forth. A great day was had by all. 
Unfortunately, one of  our ladies, Eileen, couldn’t make it due to not being so well. So we took Eileen a bunch of  
flowers and chocolates around to cheer her up. Eileen says thanks to you all. 
Then we had our DTS at the West Shore Club over on Walney, another great afternoon doing silly things, laughing 
and blowing the froth off  a couple. Obviously, there was a rum toast or two and pie and peas to help soak it all 
up. Thanks to Peter Lamb for the second bottle of  rum, who generously gave his winnings from the Hope and 
Anchor the previous Thursday, so we used it to toast the Battle of  Britain peeps we sadly lost. 
That leads very nicely into the Battle of  Britain parade which, albeit a bit windy, was a dry and very good service. 
Followed by the obligatory run to the Legion to blow the froth off  a couple, down rum or two and be treated to 
pie and peas from the RAFA. 
So what’s coming up? 
Big day on Saturday 3rd with our 125th Anniversary celebrations, I will leave it there because this is a joint effort 
and I wouldn’t be surprised if  it is mentioned once or twice. 
On the 15th of  October we are having a social fund pay back at the legion, a drop of  rum and chip butties for 
those who want to attend. Also, it marks my 50th anniversary of  joining the Royal Navy and Jan’s birthday; purely 
coincidental!!!!! 
Then on the 23rd we have Trafalgar night at the golf  club courtesy of  the Barrow Sea Cadets. If  you haven’t 
booked this yet then you may need to pull your finger out; done strictly through the Sea Cadet Unit on Barrow 
Island. 
The members’ draw was not won in August or September so stands at £25 for the meeting, big eats isn’t 
completely decided yet but I wouldn’t be surprised it was burger or hotdogs. As I always say it isn’t cheap to put 
food on and I won’t charge for it but a donation would be greatly appreciated to help keep my head above water. 
As always I shall be around with scratch cards at £2 a go with the chance of  winning £30, so dig deep. 
Yours Aye 
Alex 

_________________________________________________________________________________
OCTOBER BRANCH CALENDAR 

Branch Meeting   Tues 6th Oct 
Committee Meeting  As Required 
_________________________________________ 

NOVEMBER BRANCH CALENDAR 
Branch Meeting   Tues 3rd Nov 
Committee Meeting  As Required 
_________________________________________ 

DECEMBER BRANCH CALENDAR 
Branch Meeting   Tues 1st Dec 
Committee Meeting  As required 
Christmas Party   Fri 18th Dec 
DTS Seaweed Corner  Sun 27th Dec 
_________________________________________ 

OCTOBER BRANCH BIRTHDAYS 
I. (Ian) Sharp (A)  03/10/1956 
C. (Carole) Ellis (A)  03/10/1958 
C. (Christopher) Purcell   03/10/1988 
G. (Graeme) Hill  04/10/1982 
D. (Dave) Hillman (A)   05/10/1960 
L. (Lee) Marshall  05/10/1960 
P. (Peter) Blake   10/10/1962 

J (John) Rogers   10/10/1949 
M. (Mark) Rayson (A)   12/10/1953 
D. (Dave) Young  14/10/1949 
B. (Brian) Hartlebury(A)   14/10/1948 
J. (Janet) Webb (A)  15/10/1964 
C. (Colin) Taylor  17/10/1956 
G. (Digger) Gardner  18/10/1971 
S. (Stephen) Cannon  23/10/1976 
J. (James) McDougall  23/10/1985 
S. (Sally) Hambling (A)  28/10/1957 
A. (Andy) Roberts  30/10/1965 
L. (Lee) Burke   30/10/1985 

Happy Birthday All!! 
_____________________________________ 

DISCLAIMER 
This Newsletter is published by the Submariners 
Association (Barrow in Furness) and is © 2026 The 
opinions expressed in these pages are not necessarily 
the opinion of the Editor, The Submariners 
Association, the MoD, or the Submarine Service 
unless otherwise stated. The Submariners 
Association may not agree with the opinions 



 

expressed in this Newsletter but encourages 
publication as a matter of interest. 
Nothing printed may be construed as policy or an 
official announcement unless so stated. Otherwise, 
the Association accepts no liability on any issue in 
this Newsletter. 
_________________________________________ 

SUBMARINE COMMISSIONING CREW 
LISTS 

Do you have any? Submarine Commissioning, 
Paying Off, De-commissioning and Re-dedication 
Crew Lists – are still wanted, thank you very much. 
These Crew List are required for an ongoing project 
to compile a Chronological Record of Submariners. 
If you don’t have any Crew Lists and you wish to be 
added to the Record you can always send me your 
individual details - where and when joined boats, 
rank or rate, boats served in - with dates if known – 
Official Numbers are always helpful as well. 
I am looking for ‘First Commission’ Crew Lists as 
follows: PORPOISE, GRAMPUS, CACHALOT, 
WALRUS, OBERON, ONYX, ORPHEUS, ODIN, 
OTUS, UNICORN, AUDACIOUS and ANSON. 
Also looking for copies of Crew Lists for subsequent 
Commissions of any ‘O’ Class, ‘P’ Class or Nuclear 
Boat – SSN & SSBN. Crew Lists for any 
Commissioning or Decommissioning of any Diesel 
‘A,’ ‘S’ or ‘T’ Class Boat refitting in Home 
Dockyards or in Malta, Singapore or Sydney are also 
required. Have a look through your records and 
‘Ditty Boxes’ and see what you can find. You can 
contact me by E Mail, Snail Mail or Telephone 
Thanks  
Barrie Downer 
_________________________________________ 

REMEMBERING 
FORMER BARROW MEMBERS  

OCTOBER 

Michael Kiely   1996 
George Crane   2001 
William Walker   2006 
Bill Butters   2008 
George Meadows  2008 
Michael Bycroft   2011 
Keith Charters   2012 
Alex Hustwayte   2012 
George (Vic) Buxton  2018 
David A Yeomans  2021 
Michael C Mailey  2022 
Raymond Cornelius  2023 
Eric (Red) Skelton  2024 

RESURGAM 

NEWSLETTER CONTACT INFO 
Do you have a story to tell or have information you 
feel should appear in the Newsletter - then ring 
Barrie Downer on 01229 820963 or, if you wish to 
send me an article, my Postal Address is ‘The Firs’, 
Dundalk Street, Barrow Island, Barrow in Furness, 
Cumbria LA14 2RZ. You may also send your 
contribution by e-mail frozennorth55@gmail.com. 
Come on – every Submariner has a story to tell – 
some more than one! Let’s see yours in print! 
Constructive suggestions about the Newsletter are 
also very welcome. The Newsletter will be published 
in the last week of each month i.e., the last week in 
October for the November 2026 Issue. 
Also, please note that the SA National Newsletter 
‘In Depth’ will be published on 1st October 2026 so, 
if you have anything for either Newsletter please 
ensure you have any information with me ideally by 
the 15th of the previous month to ensure its 
inclusion in the next issue. Thank you to everyone 
who contributed to this edition – keep them stories 
coming 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sixth powerful attack submarine departs Barrow-in-Furness for sea trials 
From: Ministry of Defence and Defence Nuclear Enterprise 
Press release Published: 25 September 2026 

UK and Euro-Atlantic security will soon be boosted, as the Royal Navy’s sixth powerful attack submarine departs 
from Barrow-in-Furness. 
The sixth and latest Astute Class submarine, HMS AGAMEMNON has sailed from the BAE Systems shipyard in 
Barrow-in-Furness. She will now undergo sea trials – a major step towards delivering the highly capable attack 
submarine to bolster security for the UK and the Euro-Atlantic. 
The UK’s submarine industrial base is benefitting from £6 billion of Government investment over the Spending 
Review period and sustains thousands of jobs. 
The newest Royal Navy conventionally armed nuclear-powered submarine, HMS AGAMEMNON and 
nicknamed ‘Awesome Aggie’, will now begin sea trials - a period of testing ahead of joining active service with the 
Royal Navy. 
The Astute Class are the largest, most advanced and most powerful attack submarines ever operated by the Royal 
Navy. Weighing 7,400 tonnes and at 97 metres long, they are just short of the length of two Olympic swimming 

mailto:frozennorth55@gmail.com


 

pools. Powered by a Rolls-Royce Submarines nuclear reactor, produced in Derby in the Midlands, the submarine 
will not need to refuel for the duration of her service life. 

 
HMS AGAMEMNON at Barrow-in-Furness 

The submarine’s high-tech capabilities include stealthy precision strike, anti-submarine warfare, and intelligence 
gathering. HMS AGAMEMNON will be armed with heavyweight Spearfish torpedoes and Tomahawk IV land 
attack missiles, able to strike targets at a range of more than 1,000 miles. 
Alongside their role supporting the continuous at sea deterrent, Astute-class submarines are also involved in 
protecting maritime task groups and providing support to UK, NATO and coalition operations. 
Prime Minister Andy Burnham said: 
Having seen first-hand the dedication and pride of the workforce in Barrow, and that of the thousands of people 
who work across our submarine supply chain in the United Kingdom, I know how much this milestone will mean 
to each and every one of them. 
As one of the most advanced submarines ever built, HMS AGAMEMNON will play a major role in further 
boosting our security here at home and across NATO. 
Defence Secretary, Wes Streeting MP said: 
Deterrence is the bedrock of our national security. Another formidable attack submarine going to sea strengthens 
that deterrence and demonstrates how we are stepping up to meet the threats of a more dangerous world. 
I’ve been on board HMS AGAMEMNON and met her submariners and the skilled workers who delivered this 
incredible feat of engineering. It’s a powerful reminder of how strengthening our defence creates good jobs, opens 
up opportunity, and reindustrialises our country. 
HMS AGAMEMNON’s departure from Barrow-in-Furness is the result of years of work by a highly skilled 
workforce. This includes the engineers, technicians and specialists at BAE Systems and the Defence Nuclear 
Enterprise (DNE), together with the ship’s company who will take her into service. Their combined expertise 
reflects the depth of skill sustained in Barrow and across the UK’s submarine enterprise.  
Maddy McTernan, Chief of Defence Nuclear, said: 
HMS AGAMEMNON’s departure is a significant moment for the UK’s Defence Nuclear Enterprise and is a 
clear demonstration of the engineering and industrial excellence of the Barrow workforce and across the wider 
UK supply chain. 
Submarine production will continue to boost British industry for decades to come backed by the commitments 
announced in the recent Defence Investment Plan. 
Royal Navy First Sea Lord, General Sir Gwyn Jenkins, said: 
In an increasingly dangerous world, sea power remains fundamental to keeping our country and people safe. Our 
submarine fleet is essential to that effort, which is why I am delighted that HMS AGAMEMNON, the sixth of 
our Astute-class submarines, has now begun sea trials and will soon arrive at HMNB Clyde to join the fleet. 
She embodies the best of British engineering and the professionalism of our submariners and will be one of the 
most advanced submarines ever operated by the Royal Navy. 



 

As we continue to strengthen our warfighting readiness, HMS AGAMEMNON will play a central role in keeping 
the United Kingdom safe, contributing to NATO’s collective defence and ensuring we are ready to lead, fight and 
win. 
Building on commitments to continuous submarine production made in the 2025 Strategic Defence Review and 
reinforced in the Defence Investment Plan (DIP), the completion of HMS AGAMEMNON demonstrates the 
strength and reliability of British industry and its world-leading nuclear technology. 
The DIP is backed by £298 billion over the next four years, including £47 billion for investment in our submarine 
build programmes, which also covers maintenance and infrastructure. Part of that spend will enable the UK to 
produce a submarine every 18 months in support of the SSN-AUKUS programme. 
Recognising Barrow’s role as a strategic national asset, DNE spending is fuelling substantial growth and expansion 
in the town. The economic certainty from the government’s commitment to the submarine building programme 
underpins the 10-year Plan for Barrow, backed by the £200 million Barrow Transformation Fund. More than 
14,000 roles in Barrow-in-Furness are supported by defence nuclear work, with 1,800 additional roles created in 
Barrow under this government. 
HMS AGAMEMNON has been delivered as part of a national endeavour by the MOD’s DNE, the partnership 
organisations that operate, maintain, renew and sustain the UK’s nuclear deterrent. The DNE supports over 
47,000 jobs across the UK, including thousands of highly-skilled roles involved in submarine production. 
Marking entry into the Royal Navy, HMS AGAMEMNON was formally commissioned by His Majesty the King 
in a ceremony on 22 September 2025. She is the sixth Navy vessel to bear the name. 
The seventh and final submarine in the class, ACHILLIES, is at an advanced stage of construction in Barrow. The 
Astute Class will be succeeded by up to 12 new SSN-AUKUS nuclear-powered attack submarines from the late 
2030s, with steel due to be cut for the ‘First-of-Class’ in Barrow next year, continuing the town’s role at the heart 
of AUKUS delivery. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ONLINE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE - UPDATE 
By Peter Jeanneret 
As promised in the last edition, we have now incorporated a new Memorials feature into the Online Book Of 
Remembrance.  There are now 50 memorials listed, all fully populated with the OBOR People and Submarines.  
All data on Memorials (including the three Manning Port Naval Memorials), and Burial places in the 
Commonwealth War Graves database, have been captured for all people, and one can now see where they are 
buried, if known, and on what Memorials they are featured. Each Memorial has a page with details and a list of all 
People or Submarines featured on it.  You can click from a Memorial to a Person and to his Submarine; from a 
Submarine to a Person and to his Memorials.  Brilliant, and well worth spending some time looking at this. 
Of the 5,945 people listed in OBOR, 1061 (18%) now have stories and 436 (7.3%) have photos the 498 Units 
with People, 188 (38%) have stories and 238 (48%) have photos.  If any of you have the time, interest and 
familiarity with researching peoples’ past then we would be delighted if you were able to join the team. Just 
contact Peter Jeanneret at obor@submarineremembrance.uk 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Barrow Branch Ladies Afternoon Tea 2026 
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THE AE1 & AE2 MEMORIAL WORKING PARTY 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Britain expands nuclear submarine production for DREADNOUGHT and SSN-AUKUS through 
major upgrades to industrial sites and naval bases. UK Ministry of Defence says Rolls-Royce will build 

every Australian SSN-AUKUS nuclear reactor at its Derby facility 
By Lukasz Prus (Defence Industry Europe) SEA August 25, 2026 
Photo: BAE Systems. 

Britain is upgrading naval bases, manufacturing processes and critical infrastructure to increase the 
production rate of its nuclear-powered submarines. The expansion will support the construction of the 
Dreadnought class, completion of the Astute programme and development of SSN-AUKUS. 
The Ministry of Defence said the investment would deliver the production increase set out in the 2025 
Strategic Defence Review. It forms part of a wider reprioritisation of the Defence Nuclear Enterprise on 
a scale not seen since the end of the Cold War. 

 
The enterprise is managing hundreds of projects across two submarine construction programmes, 
another class in design, a replacement warhead and a new nuclear fuels programme. Delivering them 
simultaneously requires extensive upgrades to Britain’s manufacturing capacity, specialist workforce and 
supporting infrastructure. 
BAE Systems’ Barrow-in-Furness operation remains the centre of submarine construction, employing 
approximately 13,500 people. The site builds all of Britain’s nuclear-powered submarines and will produce 
both the Dreadnought class and the future SSN-AUKUS fleet. 
Four Dreadnought-class ballistic missile submarines will replace the Vanguard fleet from the early 2030s 
and maintain Britain’s Continuous At Sea Deterrence. The programme will support more than 30,000 UK 
jobs at its peak and is described by the Ministry of Defence as the country’s largest engineering project. 
Dreadnought is being delivered through an alliance involving the Ministry of Defence, BAE Systems and 
Rolls-Royce. At more than 150 metres long, the boats will be the largest submarines ever operated by the 
Royal Navy and will be capable of launching Trident II D5 ballistic missiles. 
Britain is also completing the nuclear-powered and conventionally armed Astute-class attack submarines 
while developing their SSN-AUKUS successor with the United States and Australia. The government 
plans to increase the Royal Navy’s attack submarine fleet to as many as 12 boats. 
SSN-AUKUS is expected to become operational by the late 2030s and support 21,000 jobs across the 
UK. The wider AUKUS partnership is also expected to generate multi-billion-pound investment in 
British industry while helping Australia develop its submarine industrial base. 
The production expansion reaches beyond final assembly at Barrow. Rolls-Royce Submarines employs 
around 4,000 people at its main reactor development and manufacturing site, while Sheffield 
Forgemasters produces specialised castings and forgings used in submarine reactor cores. 
Submarine maintenance is concentrated at HMNB Devonport and Babcock’s Devonport Royal 
Dockyard, where approximately 8,000 people work across naval and industrial operations. The sites 
provide deep maintenance, refuelling, defuelling and through-life support. 
Rosyth Dockyard employs about 850 people and dismantles submarines that have left service, working 
alongside Devonport. The Submarine Delivery Agency has another 2,500 personnel responsible for 
managing the delivery of Britain’s submarine programmes. 
The scale of the investment is driving demand for additional scientists, engineers and skilled trades. 
Britain’s Defence Nuclear Enterprise currently supports an estimated 47,600 jobs, with workforce 
demand expected to reach around 65,000 by 2030. 

https://defence-industry.eu/category/sea/


 

The government and its partners aim to double defence nuclear apprentice and graduate intakes. Their 
plans provide for 22,000 apprenticeships and 9,000 graduate positions over the next decade, alongside 
training for welders, electricians and mechanical fitters. 
More than 6,000 UK-based companies participate in the defence nuclear supply chain, with significant 
investment concentrated in north-west and south-west England and western Scotland. The government is 
also backing local development through initiatives including the £200 million Barrow Transformation 
Fund. 
Britain plans multi-billion-pound research and development spending across the Defence Nuclear 
Enterprise over the next decade. It is also seeking closer coordination with the civil nuclear sector on 
investment, skills and supply chains as submarine production expands. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

HOME GROWN NUCLEAR FUEL? 
Britain has begun exploring options to re-establish the production of reactor fuel for defence purposes, 
work the government says would be fully consistent with its obligations under the Non-Proliferation 
Treaty, according to the annual update to Parliament published this week. 
The Nuclear Fuels Programme is part of the recapitalisation the Defence Nuclear Enterprise is carrying 
out simultaneously, which the update describes as covering two submarine build programmes with a 
further one in design, two warhead programmes, the fuel cycle work, and the infrastructure required to 
build and maintain those capabilities. 
Every British submarine is nuclear powered, with the reactors manufactured by Rolls-Royce Submarines 
at Raynesway near Derby. The update describes nuclear propulsion as critical to sustaining continuous at 
sea deterrence, allowing submarines to remain dived on long-range patrols without detection. 
Raynesway is one of the two sites receiving a share of the £6 billion committed under the Defence 
Investment Plan for infrastructure, alongside Barrow-in-Furness, investment the update says will grow the 
capability of the enterprise to produce a submarine every eighteen months in future. 
Britain last enriched uranium for defence purposes at Capenhurst, and the country has relied on existing 
stocks for reactor fuel since domestic production ceased, which is the position the exploration now under 
way would change. 
The update sets out the rest of the submarine picture alongside it. The Royal Navy has operated the 
Vanguard class since 1993, and those boats will be replaced by the Dreadnought class, with steel cut for 
the fourth and final Dreadnought in September 2025 on the same day the King commissioned HMS 
Agamemnon, the sixth Astute-class submarine. 
The Astute class supports the deterrent while also undertaking other defence and intelligence tasks, 
including work with maritime task groups. Beyond those two programmes sits SSN-AUKUS, the design 
now in progress, with BAE Systems, the Defence Nuclear Organisation, Babcock and Rolls-Royce 
Submarines all maintaining teams at Barrow contributing to it. 
The enterprise spent £12 billion in the 2025/26 financial year and projects spend of over £100 billion 
through British suppliers over the next ten years, with in excess of £20 billion more going into it between 
2026/27 and 2029/30 than across the previous four years 
Adam Barr 
Based in Glasgow, Adam writes under a pseudonym and covers military affairs and technology across several publications. He brings a 
background in large-scale operations and event management to his reporting, lending a practical perspective to his work. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Nuclear workforce passes a hundred thousand across sectors 
By Craig Langford - September 19, 2026, 20 

 
Inside a shipyard with three large submarine hulls being assembled, surrounded by scaffolding, yellow 

cranes, and industrial equipment. 
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The combined civil and defence nuclear sector grew from 83,000 people in 2023 to over 100,000 in 2025, 
according to early indications from the latest Nuclear Workforce Assessment set out in the annual update 
to Parliament published this week. 
Within that, the Defence Nuclear Enterprise employs over 47,000, with demand expected to grow to 
around 65,000 by 2030. Organisations signed up to the Nuclear Skills Plan have recruited over 2,000 
graduates and over 4,000 apprentices in the first two years of  its operation, of  whom around 1,300 
graduates and around 3,100 apprentices were in defence nuclear. 
A joint investment by the Ministry of  Defence and the Department for Energy Security and Net Zero 
will create over 500 PhD positions across eight years, with the first starting this autumn, which the update 
says will help develop a new generation of  experts to push the boundaries of  nuclear science. 
Eight indirect intervention contracts are being mobilised to support mid-career switchers, improve cross-
sector mobility, address regional challenges and work with training providers to ensure supply matches 
employer demand. 
The plan was published by the Nuclear Skills Taskforce in May 2024 and is led jointly by the two 
departments, backed by government and industry investment including from BAE Systems, Rolls-Royce 
Submarines, Babcock and EDF. 
The update describes the approach as recognising that a collaborative effort bringing together 
government, industry and academia from across the civil and defence nuclear sectors is essential to meet 
future skills needs. 
Workforce growth at Barrow-in-Furness has been particularly marked, with the update recording that the 
workforce there has grown by over 1,800 under the current government. BAE Systems’ Barrow shipyard 
is described as the only facility in the United Kingdom with the infrastructure, site licence and resources 
to design and build British nuclear submarines. 
BAE Systems, the Defence Nuclear Organisation, Babcock and Rolls-Royce Submarines all maintain 
teams at Barrow, contributing to the Dreadnought and Astute build programmes and the future SSN-
AUKUS programme. 
Wes Streeting writes that delivery of  the Nuclear Skills Plan is “breaking down barriers to opportunity by 
bringing highly skilled nuclear jobs to regions that have historically faced challenges”. 
Craig Langford 
Trained as a mechanical engineer, Craig took an unconventional route into journalism, bringing with him a rare technical precision and 
analytical depth that continues to set his reporting apart. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ministers hold to SWIFTSURE dismantling deadline this year 
By George Allison - September 8, 2026 

The Ministry of  Defence remains committed to dismantling the former submarine Swiftsure by the end 
of  2026 despite the challenges recorded against the Submarine Dismantling Project in the latest major 
projects report, according to a written answer published on Monday. 
Luke Pollard, Minister of  State for Defence Readiness and Industry, was responding to Ben Obese-Jecty, 
the Conservative MP for Huntingdon, who had asked about the nature of  the unforeseen challenges 
associated with the project as recorded in the National Infrastructure and Service Transformation 
Authority Major Projects Annual Report for 2025 to 2026. 
Mr Pollard said: “The matters identified in the National Infrastructure and Service Transformation 
Authority (NISTA) Major Projects Annual Report relate to the complexities inherent in delivering a first-
of-class submarine recycling project including the technical, planning, regulatory and commercial 
challenges.” 
He said: “The Department continues to work constructively with its prime supplier and wider delivery 
partners to address these issues, improve programme planning and controls, strengthen delivery assurance 
and explore Fingleton Nuclear Regulatory Review opportunities where possible.” 
On the timetable, he said: “Progress continues to be made, and the Department remains committed to 
dismantling Swiftsure by the end of  2026 safely, effectively and in accordance with regulatory 
requirements.” 
Addressing the figures in the report, he said: “The increase in the project’s Whole Life Cost is primarily 
due to the maturation of  infrastructure (alongside other costs), while the end date extended to October 
2028 represents the formal closure of  the project and is separate from the milestone to complete the 
recycling of  Swiftsure by 2026.” 
Swiftsure is the demonstrator for a programme that has to deal with a substantial number of  boats. 
Decommissioned submarines are held afloat at Devonport and at Rosyth, where seven laid-up vessels are 
stored and where work under the Submarine Dismantling Project began in 2016. 



 

Defuelling of  decommissioned submarines at Devonport stopped in 2004, and the recommissioning of  
14 Dock there is intended to allow legacy defuelling operations to resume, work Mr Pollard confirmed 
last week forms part of  the £7.1 billion being invested in the naval base and dockyard over the next 
decade under Project Royal Oak. He said the department is exploring opportunities to accelerate work on 
10 and 14 Dock following the nuclear regulatory review. 
Graeme Downie, the Member of  Parliament whose constituency covers Rosyth, has been pressing the 
department for news on submarine recycling at the yard alongside other work, saying last month that he 
hoped to hear good news soon. 
George Allison 
George Allison is the founder and editor of  the UK Defence Journal. He holds a degree in Cyber Security from Glasgow Caledonian 
University and specialises in naval and cyber security topics. George has appeared on national radio and television to provide commentary 
on defence and security issues. Twitter: @geoallison 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
By Martin Chomsky (Defence Industry Europe) 
Australia, September 20, 2026, Image: Rolls-Royce. 

 
Rolls-Royce Submarines will build the nuclear reactors for every Australian SSN-AUKUS submarine at its 
Raynesway facility in Derby, placing Britain at the centre of one of Australia’s largest defence 
programmes. The UK will also supply key components while Australia builds the industrial capacity 
needed to produce and sustain its own fleet. 
The arrangement was detailed in the British government’s Defence Nuclear Enterprise 2026 Annual 
Update to Parliament. Australia has committed £2.4 billion over ten years to expand Rolls-Royce 
infrastructure and share the cost of designing the new submarine. 
SSN-AUKUS is a British-designed, nuclear-powered and conventionally armed attack submarine being 
developed with Australia and the United States. It will replace the Royal Navy’s Astute class and form the 
basis of Australia’s future nuclear-powered submarine fleet. 
British boats will be constructed by BAE Systems at Barrow-in-Furness, while Australia will build its 
submarines at the Osborne Naval Shipyard in South Australia. Concentrating reactor production at 
Raynesway gives the British nuclear industry a long-term role across both national fleets. 
The programme is progressing through its Detailed Design and Long Lead phase. Britain expects to 
decide how many SSN-AUKUS submarines it will order before the phase ends in 2028. 
Contracts worth about £4 billion have already been placed for submarine development and the industrial 
infrastructure required to support production. Steel cutting for the first British SSN-AUKUS boat is 
planned for 2027, with entry into Royal Navy service targeted for the late 2030s. 
The British government is investing about £6 billion over the Spending Review period to expand 
submarine construction capacity at Raynesway, Barrow and across the supply chain. The programme is 
intended to double the current production rate and establish a sustained output of one submarine every 
18 months. 
The expansion would allow Britain to build SSN-AUKUS attack submarines alongside Dreadnought-class 
ballistic-missile submarines. It would also make Derby a central production hub for the reactor 
technology underpinning the British and Australian SSN-AUKUS fleets. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

New Commons committee to scrutinise nuclear spending 
A new House of Commons committee appointed by the Prime Minister is to be established to scrutinise 
expenditure and programmes across the Defence Nuclear Enterprise, according to the annual update to 
Parliament published this week. 
The commitment appears among the recommendations of the Strategic Defence Review on which Wes 
Streeting reports progress, and the update describes the intention as providing “the public with the 
confidence that taxpayer money is being spent wisely on this critical area”. The Defence Secretary writes 



 

that the department is “working with Parliament to establish a new House of Commons-only Committee, 
appointed by the Prime Minister, to conduct scrutiny of DNE expenditure and programmes”. 
The sums involved explain the level of parliamentary interest, given that the enterprise spent £12 billion 
in the 2025/26 financial year, projects spend of over £100 billion through British suppliers over the next 
ten years and will receive in excess of £20 billion more between 2026/27 and 2029/30 than across the 
previous four years. 
It also operates under a ring-fenced budget with greater delegated spending authority than before, an 
arrangement the update says enables faster decision making and a stronger focus on outcomes and 
delivery, and which places a considerable volume of public money outside the normal departmental 
approval chains. 
Two further Strategic Defence Review recommendations are reported as progressing, the first of which 
covers increasing industrial productivity by removing barriers and investing in the people and places 
supporting the enterprise, which the update says includes amendment of the Single Source Contract 
Regulations, implementation of John Fingleton’s review of nuclear regulation, investment in Team 
Barrow and Team Plymouth, and delivery of the Skills Plan. 
The second concerns Britain joining NATO’s dual capable aircraft nuclear mission once F-35A aircraft 
have been delivered, a decision the update says will complement the operationally independent deterrent. 
On regulation, the Fingleton review has already appeared in ministerial answers elsewhere. Luke Pollard 
told Parliament this month that the department is exploring opportunities arising from it to accelerate 
work on 10 and 14 Dock at Devonport, where the recommissioning of 14 Dock is intended to allow 
legacy submarine defuelling operations to resume. The update records that the enterprise has worked 
under the Chief of Defence Nuclear to break down silos, strengthen delivery and ensure greater 
integration between its programmes, with the rest of the department and with wider government, as part 
of Defence Reform. 
Mr Streeting writes that the success of what the government calls the National Endeavour “requires a 
strong Defence, one that strives for greater efficiency, value for money, and reduced duplication”. 
The enterprise brings together the Defence Nuclear Organisation within the Ministry of Defence, the 
Royal Navy, Cyber and Specialist Operations Command, and AWE Nuclear Security Technologies. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

BOOKS 

Normally there are only one or two books which are suggested for inclusion but, unusually, there has 
been a bit of  a rush of  suggested and recommended reading or this issue. Unfortunately I haven’t got 
space for all of  them in this issue so I have included two - a selection which, hopefully, you will find 
interesting 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

A New Book by Captain Dan Conley 
Available soon! No more detail available yet so keep tour eyes open for this one – keep checking your 
local Waterstones 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
BATTLE OF THE ARCTIC 

The Maritime Epic of  WORLD WAR Two 

 



 

By Hugh Sebag-Montefiore 
5 November 2026 
Format: Paperback 
ISBN: 9780008335816 
Price: £12.99 
 

From the bestselling author of  Dunkirk: Fight to the Last Man and Enigma: The Battle for the Code, the 
story of  unsung heroism in World War 2’s maritime epic in the Arctic. 
No campaign during World War Two contained more spinetingling drama, outstanding courage and 
heartbreaking tragedy than the Arctic convoys. Yet they – and the multifaceted Battle of  the Arctic that 
had to be fought to get them through to Russia – remain one of  the war’s most undercelebrated feats. 
The action unfolded as Allied naval and merchant seamen, airmen, submariners, soldiers and intelligence 
officers delivered on their countries’ promise to take arms to Russia notwithstanding the German 
attempts to hunt them in their aircraft, U-boats and surface fleet spearheaded by Tirpitz and Scharnhorst. 
When ships were attacked and went down in seas so cold that a man could die after five minutes of  
immersion, it triggered events reminiscent of  the do-or-die moments during the sinking of  the Titanic. 
Men perished one by one in lifeboats, and as castaways on deserted Arctic islands where they were stalked 
by polar bears. Frostbitten and wounded survivors ended up in primitive Russian hospitals where 
amputations were carried out without anaesthetics. Others, while stranded for months in the communist 
state they were aiding, experienced the murky worlds of  the NKVD, and the gulag, as well as famine and 
prostitution. 
 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR: 
 
Hugh Sebag-Montefiore was a barrister before becoming a journalist and historian. He has written for the 
Sunday Times, Sunday Telegraph, Observer, Independent on Sunday, and Mail on Sunday. He is the 
author of  three bestselling history books, two about the 2nd World War (Enigma: The Battle for the 
Code and Dunkirk: Fight to the Last Man), and one about the 1st World War (Somme: Into the Breach). 
He also wrote Kings On The Catwalk: The Louis Vuitton Moët-Hennessy Affair. 
 
PRAISE FOR THE BATTLE OF THE ARCTIC 
 
“Excellent. Sebag-Montefiore uses wartime diaries, interviews and newly available archives from Russia to 
focus on the officers, armed guards and the ordinary civilian seamen.” - The Wall Street Journal 
“The stories of  the sailors are heart rending.” - Daily Telegraph 
“Reveals the extraordinary bravery of  the seamen. Impressive.” - The Times 
“Brilliantly researched. A harrowing tale of  incredible endurance and heroism.”- The Daily Mail 
“As thrillingly told as any movie.” - Daily Express 
_________________________________________ 



 

SUBMARINERS ‘CROSSED THE BAR’ REPORTED IN SEPTEMBER 2026 (Information from all available sources) 
Reported Via Date CTB Name Rank/Rating Official No. Age Submarine Service 

Dolphin Facebook 
& We Remember 
Submariners 

8th June 2026 Tom Cornwell Chief Petty 
Officer MEA 
(ML) (SM) 

D053246G 82 Submarine Service in DOLPHIN, TOKEN (7th Jan 
1964 to 3rd Jun 1964), OBERON (4th Jun 1964 to 7th 
Sep1966), REPULSE (P) (at 1st Jun 1967 & 1st 
Commission Crew on 28th Sep 1968 to 11th Feb 
1970) & from 1st Jul 1974 to 22nd Jun 1975), 
RESOLUTION (P) (7th Feb 1976 on 
recommissioning at Rosyth on 27th Nov 1976 to 25th 
Jun 1978), ORPHEUS (6th Dec 1978 to 2nd Jun 1980), 
PORPOISE (2nd May 1981 to 30th Nov 1981) & 
OSIRIS (2nd Apr 1984 to 13th Oct 1985) 

Gosport Branch 
Member No. 7159 

26th August 
2026 

Brian E Lester Warrant Officer 
WEA (SM) 

M965141 85 Submarine Service in ASTUTE (1968 to 1969), 
ARTFUL (1969) & OPPORTUNE (1973 & 1974) 
Also served on FOSM Staff & in London 

Bath Branch 
Member No. 6608 

28th August 
2026 

Paul Jermy Leading Cook D107686W 75 Submarine Service from May 1968 to Jun 1982 in 
VALIANT (1972 to 1974), ORACLE (1975 to 1977), 
GRAMPUS (1977 to 1977, ODIN (1978  to 1979) & 
OTUS (1981 to 1981) 

We Remember 
Submariners 

28th August 
2026 

Richard H Perkins Writer 30029706 41 Submarine Service from 22nd Jul 2007 to 27th Jul 
2016 in VANGUARD (P) (2008), ASTUTE (2009 & 
on commissioning at Faslane on 27th Aug 2010 to 
2012) & ARTFUL (2014 & on Commissioning on 
18th Mar 2016) 
Later served as Lieutenant (I) RNR 

Gosport Branch 
Member No. 4569 
& We Remember 
Submariners 

28th August 
2026 

Brian Strong BEM Able Seaman P/J932899 89 Submarine Service from 1962 to 1967 in ORPHEUS 

We Remember 
Submariners 

31st August 
2026 

William (Bill) 
(Smudge) Smith 

Able Seaman D221482U 60 Submarine Service to 2011 in ?? 

Northern Ireland 
Branch Member 
No. 2459 

1st September 
2026 

Michael J Beach Leading Marine 
Engineering 
Mechanic 

P1071159 80 Submarine Service from Jun 1964 to Jul 1973 in 
TRUNCHEON, ALARIC, ASTUTE & ORPHEUS 



 

 Friend of the 
Submarine 
Museum 

8th September 
202 

David Maxwell 
Perfect 

Commander (X) 
(SM) 

Not Reported 77 Submarine Service in DOLPHIN (1973), 
COURAGEOUS (1973 to 1975), REPULSE (1976), 
CONQUEROR 1977 to 1978), OPPORTUNE (IL 
1979), NEPTUNE 1980 (COQC No. 2/80A), 
TRAFALGAR (IL 1982 & on Commissioning on 
27th May 1983 to 1985), OSIRIS (CO 1986), 
SCEPTRE (CO 1987 to 1989, NEPTUNE 
COCOQC 1990 to 1991) & FOSM Staff (1994 to 
1995) 
Also served in BULWARK (Spring 1970 NL) 

Submarines 
Association of 
Australia 

12th September 
2026 

Donald Francis 
Webb 

Commander (X) 
(SM) RAN 

Not reported 78 Submarine Service from August 1972 in DOLPHIN, 
ONSLOW, OTAMA, COQC No. 1/81A, OTAMA 
(CO 1981) & OKANAGAN (CO) 

Submarines 
Association of 
Canada 

13th 
September 
2026 

James Sinclair 
Feener 

Chief Petty 
Officer Sonar 
Technician 

Not reported 90 Submarine Service from Dec 1964 to Nov 1975 in 
DOLPHIN, CACHALOT (Apr1965 to Aug 1965), 
DOLPHIN, ONONDAGA (Jun 1966 to Apr 1967), 
STADACONA, ONONDAGA (May 1968 to Aug 
1972) & SUBRON 1 (Aug 1972 to Nov 1975) 

We Remember 
Submariners 

14th September 
2026 

Colin George 
(Florrie) Ford 

Leading Marine 
Engineering 
Mechanic 

Not reported 75 Submarine Service including SPARTAN & 
SCEPTRE 

Submarines 
Association of 
Canada 

15th September 
2026 

Lloyd Blagdon Chief Petty 
Officer 1 

Not Reported 81 Submarine Service in OJIBWA (Aug 1966), 
OKANAGAN (on commissioning on 22nd Jun 1968 
to Jan 1970), OKANAGAN (Jul 1970 to Apr 1976), 
Subron 1 (Apr 1976 to Jul 1977), ONONDAGA (July 
1977 to Oct 1980) & SUBRON 1 (Jan 1986 to Dec 
1988) 

Dolphin Branch 
Member No. 3416 

22nd September 
2026 aged 103 

Alex Alfred (Alex) 
Maxim 

Able Seaman 
(LR2) 

P/SSX 36211 103 Submarine Service from 9th Oct 1942 to 23rd Aug 
1948 in DOLPHIN (9th Oct 1942 to 26th Oct 1942), 
CYCLOPS, H28, P316/TEMPLAR (8th Jan 1943 to 
29th Jun 1948) & DOLPHIN 
Recalled for RFR from 17th May 1951 to 11th Oct 
1952 in MAIDSTONE, SCYTHIAN (17th May 1951 
to 29th Jul 1952), RNH (30th Jul 1952 to 19th Aug 
1952) & DOLPHIN 
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