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COVER PHOTO:  THE D-DAY 80th ANNIVERSARY PARADE AT BRISBANE PARK SCHOOL 
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òNothing in the world, nothing that you may think or dream of, or anyone may tell you, 
no arguments however specious, no appeals however seductive, must lead you to 
abandon that naval supremacy on which the life of our country depends.ó 

 
WINSTON SPENCER CHURCHILL  

_______________________________________________________________________________________
EDITORIAL  

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Hello Everybody, 
 

Welcome to the July Branch Newsletter ð halfway through the year already ð where does the time go ð and so 
fast?  Last month I reported that the weather had finally improved (a bit) but the sunshine appears to be eluding us now 
and the rain seems to be making a comeback!.  Did you manage to get outside, cut the grass and potter around in the 
garden while the weather lasted? 

Dave Smith has now stood down as Branch Secretary and has handed over the Secretarial duties to Les Hambling.  
Better a volunteer rather than ten pressed men as they say so -welcome Les, to your new role for the Branch. This has 
meant another change to the Branch Committee as Les has handed over the Branch Treasurer position to Dickie 
Cambridge who ð as you will all recall - was previously the Branch Chairman ð so he knows the ropes!  I am sure you will 
all give both Les and Dickie your full support as they bed into their new jobs 

Several Submariners have been recognised in the Kingõs Birthday Honours List 2024 and I have included their 
names and the awards received in this newsletter. 

I hope you all managed to attend some of the many June events. Thank you to all those who did! Events included 
D Day 80th Anniversary, a Parade at Brisbane Park School, Armed Forces Flag Parade at the Town Hall, the Sea Cadets 
Award evening and not forgetting the ôDave Dayõ motor bike event. Unfortunately I was unable to attend any of them 
myself although I would like to have supported them all. Still there are some pictures in this newsletter instead.  There are 
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even more events for you to attend in July and the rest of the year as detailed in the Social Secretaryõs report.  I hope to see 
you all at the July Branch Meeting next week ð Tuesday 2nd Julyð usual place and usual time ð donõt be late!! 

Best Regards, 
Barrie 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SECRETARYõS REPORT - JULY 2024 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Hello Everyone 
I would like to thank Dave Smith for the excellent handover of  the Branch Secretarial duties and paperwork. I have a big 
pair of  shoes to fill. 
Where appropriate all correspondence and associated documentation has been forwarded to Branch Members by email for 
the meeting. 
There is very little to say for this month, I havenõt received any new communications from SAC. 
On the 6th of  June myself  and one other member attended the Town Hall event to mark the 80th anniversary of  the ôD 
Dayõ landings. Alex Webb and other members were at Brisbane school. But more about that in the Social Secs report. 
On the 8th of  June we had a good turnout for the Armed Forces Flag Ceremony at the Town Hall in Barrow at 11.00 am. 
On the 11th of  June myself  and Peter Hearn attended the Sea Cadet evening as did Bob Palmer and Des Murphy. The 
evening went very well and we were fed and watered on completion of  the event. 

Regards, 
Les Hambling, 
Barrow Branch Secretary 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

SOCIAL SECRETARY REPORT - JULY 2024 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Hi Everybody 
June, what a great month, started off with the Buddies in Boats in Bridlington; I did not attend this year but apparently it 
was well attended and a good laugh. 
Then we had an amalgamation of D Day celebrations; some of us went to Brisbane school on the 6th with the Branch 
Standard and did a Parade for the youngsters who were all dressed up in period clothes; apart from one lad who had an 
Argentinean shirt on ð oh well. 
Then on Saturday 8th we celebrated D Day proper with our Armed Forces parade outside the Town Hall. Good turnout 
and loads of support. Then the afternoon was Daveõs Day Bike Ride -who would have expected 46,000 bikers to come to 
Barrow - must have put a couple quid put into the town. 
Then a few of us went over to Malta for the HMS UPHOLDER reunion. What a great time. Lots of sun, drink, and 
remembering the fallen. What a beautiful place to visit with tons of history. 
Then we rounded it all off on the 22nd with our annual pilgrimage to the Cross Bay Brew house in Morecambe. Fourteen 
of us (not a great turnout) but we made a lot of noise and had a thoroughly good time. 
Socials 
I will not be here for the July meeting, getting drunk in Italy for a change. Anyway, the big social event is Cartmel. 
Saturday 20th July, cost £20 for coach only getting you pain free from here to there and back again - worth every penny. 
At present I have fourteen on a 33-seater. If you want to come along drop me an email/text before the 10th July. I will be 
collecting the money on the coach.  This is a really good run ashore where you can take your own picnic and beer and just 
sit in the sun and have a laugh. You donõt have to bet on the horses they can just be a back-drop to a great outing in the 
country. 
The Social Program is out and the next portion of it appended below; please remember that numbers for all the events are 
extremely limited so get your names down early to avoid disappointment. 
The Members Draw was not won in June so stands at £40 for the August meeting. 
There is one change to the Social Programme, our Morecambe friends canõt make the October meeting so we have 
rescheduled this for either the September or November meeting ð watch this space. 

THE SOCIAL PROGRAMME  
July 
5 ð 7th Field of Dreams, Haverthwaite 
20th Sat, Cartmel Races, Cartmel. 
August 
24th Sat, Edinburgh Tattoo, Edinburgh. 
September 
14th Sat, DTS West Shore Club, Walney. 
15th Sun, Battle of Britain Parade, Barrow. 
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27-30 W/E Run Ashore to Gibraltar, Gibraltar 
October 
1st Tue, Morecambe Boys First Foot, RBL Barrow. 
November 
8th ð 10th W/E Remembrance Parades, Barrow. 
December  
21st Sat. Christmas Party, RBL Barrow 

Yours Aye 
Alex  
 

JULY BRANCH CALENDA R 
Branch Meeting    Tues 2nd Jul 
Cartmel Races    Sat 20th Jul 
Committee Meeting   As required 
___________________________________________ 

AUGUST BRANCH CALENDAR  
Branch Meeting    Tues 6th Aug 
Committee Meeting   As Required 
___________________________________________ 

SEPTEMBER BRANCH CALENDAR  
___________________________________________ 

JULY BRANCH  BIRTHDAYS  
B.D. (Brian) Downie  13/07/1948 
M. (Mark) Butchart  13/07/1979 
P (Phyllis) Palmer (A)   14/07/1943 
M. (Malcolm) Hogg  15/07/1957 
R. (Dickie) Cambridge   16/07/1947 
V (Veronica) Pointer(A)   17/07/1949 
J.A. (John) Davies  20/07/1969 
S. M. Stephen McKay  24/07/1961 
C. (Cheryl) Hagen (A)  25/07/1974 
B. (Barney) Naylor  25/07/1964 
A (Adel) Groundwater(A)  29/07/1973 

Happy Birthday All!! 
___________________________________________ 

DISCLAIMER  
This Newsletter is published by the Submariners 
Association (Barrow in Furness) and is © 2024.  The 
opinions expressed in these pages are not necessarily the 
opinion of the Editor, The Submariners Association, the 
MoD, or the Submarine Service unless otherwise stated.  
The Submariners Association may not agree with the 
opinions expressed in this Newsletter but encourages 
publication as a matter of interest. 
Nothing printed may be construed as policy or an official 
announcement unless so stated.  Otherwise, the 
Association accepts no liability on any issue in this 
Newsletter. 
____________________________________________ 

SUBMARINE COMMISSIONING CREW  
LISTS 

________________________________________ 
Commissioning, De-commissioning and Re-dedication 
Crew Lists ð are still wanted, thank you very much.  This 
is for an ongoing project to compile a Chronological 
Record of Submariners.  If you donõt have any Crew 

Lists and you wish to be added to the Record you can 
always send me your individual details - where and when 
joined boats, rank or rate, boats served in - with dates if 
known ð Official Numbers are lays helpful as well. 
I am still looking for ôFirst Commissionõ Crew Lists as 
follows: PORPOISE, GRAMPUS, CACHALOT, 
WALRUS, OBERON, ONYX, ORPHEUS, ODIN, 
OTUS, UNICORN, AUDACIOUS and ANSON.  Also 
looking for copies of Crew Lists for subsequent 
Commissions of any ôOõ Class, ôPõ Class or Nuclear Boat 
ð SSN & SSBN.  Crew Lists for any Commissioning or 
Decommissioning of any Diesel ôA,õ ôSõ or ôTõ Class Boat 
refitting in Home Dockyards or in Malta, Singapore or 
Sydney are also required.  Have a look through your 
records and ôDitty Boxesõ and see what you can find.  
You can contact me by E Mail, Snail Mail or Telephone.  
Thanks, Barrie Downer 
___________________________________________ 

REMEMBERING FORMER BARROW 
BRANCH MEMBERS  ð JULY 
N T V Evans   1985 
Herbie Rowlands  1988 
Francis Jordan   1992 
Kenneth Martin   1993 
Len Malkin   1998 
David Melvin   2001 
Christopher Breeze  2010 
Ben Skeates   2010 
Terry Spurling   2015 
Peter Lorking   2015 
Mike Kirk   2022 
Carl Haythornthwaite  2022 
Brian Reed   2022 
Eric Herron   2023 

RESURGAM 

NEWSLETTER CONTACT INFORMATION  
Do you have a story to tell or have information you feel 
should appear in the Newsletter - then ring Barrie 
Downer on 01229 820963 or, if you wish to send me an 
article, my Postal Address is The Firs, Dundalk Street, 
Barrow Island, Barrow in Furness, Cumbria LA14 2RZ  
You may also send your contribution by e-mail to me on 
frozennorth55@gmail.com. Come on ð every 
Submariner has a story to tell ð some more than one!  
Letõs see yours in print! 

mailto:frozennorth55@gmail.com
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Constructive suggestions about the Newsletter are also 
very welcome.  The Newsletter will be published in the 
last week of each month i.e., the last week in March 2024 
for the April 2024 Issue.  Please ensure you have any 
information with me by the 15th of the month to ensure 

its inclusion in the next issue.  Thank you to everyone 
who contributed to this edition ð keep them stories 
coming! 
____________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HM  THE  KINGõS BIRTHDAY  HONOURS  LIST 2024 
14 June 2024  
Sailors and Royal Marines have been recognised by His Majesty the King for their dedication and ingenuity on 
operations around the globe. 
SUBMARINERS 
Sailors and Royal Marines have been recognised by His Majesty the King for their dedication and ingenuity on operations 
around the globe. Among those singled out on the Operational Honours and Kingõs Birthday Honours lists is a sailor who 
has reduced the risk of the entire submarine fleet from being detected by the enemy. 
Petty Officer Matthew Connick is made an MBE in the Kingõs Birthday Honours for demonstrating òinnovation and 
visionó by developing and coding communications software ð entirely in his own time ð that reduces the time Royal Navy 
submarines spend at periscope depth. Submarines are stealthy, operating in deep water and by his innovation he has 
reduced the amount of time the submarine remains at Periscope Depth and therefore reduced the risk of counter 
detection. In the words of his citation: òThe implications of his efforts are far reaching and have considerable benefits on the effectiveness of 
the Submarine Flotilla ð most notably for nuclear powered attack submarines operating in high-threat environments.ó 
 
Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire 
Commander Stephen Brian 
Commander Iain Fergusson 
Commander James Howard 
 
Member of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire 
Petty Officer Engineering Technician (CISSM) Matthew Connick 
Chief Petty Officer Engineering Technician (CISSM) Adrian Grimes 
First Sea Lordõs Commendations 
Chief Petty Officer Engineering Technician (Marine Engineering Submarines) G Foster 
Royal Navy Commendations 
 
Chief Petty Officer Warfare Specialist (Tactical Submarines) J Blight 
Petty Officer Engineering Technician (Marine Engineering Submarines) C Love 
Chief Petty Officer Warfare Specialist (Sonar Submarines) E Neeson 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
SUBMARINE  & SUBMARINER  LOSSES OF WWII - JULY 1944 

Seven Submariners are reported to have died in July 1944. Three of them died whilst serving as ôLiaison Personnelõ in two 
Allied Submarines both of which were sunk with all hands by ôfriendly aircraftõ in ôblue on blueõ misidentification incidents. 
One died in an accident whilst undergoing Chariot training in Scotland and three died as a result of illness. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
HMS AMBROSE 
One member of the crew of the Submarine Depot Ship 
HMS AMBROSE at Dundee is reported to have died on 
4th July 1944.  He was: 
Leading Stoker Arthur Joseph Blake P/KX 831152 
Arthur Blake was born in Carraghduff, Mayo, County 
Leitrim, Ireland on 8th August 1913 and he was the son 
of Arthur Laurence and Winifred M Blake (nee 
Hopkins).  Thirty one year old Arthur Blake died in the 
RN Auxiliary Hospital at Kingseat Fife from infective 
endocarditis.  He is commemorated at the Glasnevin 
(Prospect) Cemetery on the Screen Wall, Panel 1 in 
Ireland and is buried in the St. Patrick's Sec. Grave 
H.K.133.5. 
____________________________________________ 
FFS LA PERLE 

Two Royal Navy personnel serving as the ôLiaisonõ team 
in the Free French Submarine LA PERLE died on 8th 
July 1944 when the Submarine was sunk with all hands in 
the Atlantic. While returning from refitting in the United 
States, LA PERLE was mistaken for a U-boat by an 
aircraft from the British Merchant Aircraft Carrier 
EMPIRE MacCALLUM and was sunk.  The Liaison 
personnel were: 
Temp Lieutenant Edward Walter Zappert RNVR 
He was the son of Walter Ben and Emily Zappert and 
the twenty nine year old husband of Lilian Eileen 
Georgina Zappert, of Wembley, Middlesex. Edward 
Zappert is commemorated on the Chatham Naval War 
Memorial on Panel No. 79 Column No. 2. 
Petty Officer Telegraphist George Mitchell D/JX 
134504 
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He was the thirty year old husband of Lily Mitchell, of 
Plymouth and he is commemorated on the Plymouth 
Naval War Memorial on Panel No. 88, Column No. 3. 
____________________________________________ 
HMS MEDWAY II  
An Able Seaman serving in HMS MEDWAY II  died on 
21st July 1944. He was. 
Able Seaman Francis E Bailey P/JX 171814 
Francis Bailey died in HM Hospital Ship MAINE from 
an abscess of the kidney resulting in peritonitis.  He was 
the son of Mrs. E. M. Bailey, of Ford, Wiltshire and he is 
buried in the Malta (Capuccini) Naval Cemetery in Malta 
in the Protestant Section (Men's), Plot F. Coll. Grave 
124. 
____________________________________________ 
HMS VARBEL 
One Member of the team of ôChariotõ operators based at 
HMS VARBEL was killed in an accident on 26th July 
1944.  He was: 
Sub Lieutenant Keith Vivian Frank Harris, RNVR 
Keith Harris was the twenty year son of Lieutenant 
Colonel Frank Harris and Rosamund Kathleen Harris.  
A volunteer for ôspecial serviceõ he was the No.1 
Crewman of the ôChariot No. LXXVIIõ and was killed 
when he accidentally hit the keel of HMS 
BONAVENTURE whilst making a dived approach.  
The No. 2 of the ôChariotõ (Able Seaman Hutton) 
managed to bring the ôChariotõ to the surface but the 
Keith Harris was already dead.  He is commemorated on 
the Portsmouth Naval War Memorial on Panel No. 88 
Column No. 1 and on the 12 Submarine Flotilla 
Memorial at Rothesay on the Isle of Bute. 
____________________________________________ 
Russian Submarine B1 (ex HMS SUNFISH) 
One Rating serving as Communications Liaison in the 
Russian Submarine B1 (ex HMS SUNFISH) is reported 
to have died on 27th July 1944 when Submarine B1 was 
sunk in error by RAF aircraft. He was: 
Petty Officer Telegraphist Sidney Ravensdale J87505 
He was born in Leek, Staffordshire on 24th February 
1902 and was the son of Richar and Grace Hannah 
Ravensdale. A Royal Fleet Reservist (RFR/Po/B.18208) 
Sidney Ravensdale had previously served in Submarines 
from 30th December 1927 to 23rd February 1932.  He 
was recalled for further service in Submarines at the time 
of the Munich Crisis in 1938 and again on the outbreak 
of WWII in 1939. On 27th July 1944 he was serving in 
the Russian manned Submarine B1 as ôLiaison crewõ. B1 
was the ex-HMS SUNFISH which had been transferred 
to the Russian Navy and was en-route to Russia. Forty 
two year old Sidney Ravensdale was the husband of 
Violet Ruby Ravensdale (nee Jay) and he is 
commemorated on the Portsmouth Naval War Memorial 
in Panel No. 88 Column No. 3.  
____________________________________________ 
HMS TRIBUNE  
One member of the crew of Submarine HMS 
TRIBUNE is reported to have died on 28th July 1944.   

He was: 
Leading Seaman James Hagan C/SSX 14034. 
It is reported that he died in the in the Newcastle on 
Tyne General Hospital from an abscess on the lung.  At 
the time his submarine, HMS TRIBUNE, was refitting in 
the Swan Hunter Shipyard at Wallsend.  Thirty year old 
James Hagan was born in Gateshead, County Durham 
on 1st October 1913 and was the son of Mr & Mrs 
Hagan (nee Brennan).  He is buried in the Tynemouth 
(Preston) Cemetery. 
____________________________________________ 
PHOTOS FROM MORECAMBE  BREWHOUSE 

RUN 
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HMS UPHOLDER REUNION MALTA  
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____________________________________________ 
THE ôDõ DAY 80th ANNIVERSA TY PARADE AT 

BRISBANE PARK SCHOOL 
Photos supplied by Cheryl Hagen 

 

 

 
 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
DAVE DAY PARKING AT BARROW TOWN HALL  

Photos by Edd Downer 
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_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Australia Proceeds With Collins Class Life Extension but Drops the Tomahawk And Optronic Mast 
requirements 

 
 

Collins-class submarines HMAS COLLINS , FARNCOMB , SHEEAN  and DECHAINEUX  at sea in Western Australia 

Image Australian Defence. 
 

The Collins Class life extension Programme narrows in scope, subject to funding pressures and American advice on 
Tomahawk-integration. 
By Alex Luck 6th Jun 2024 
The Australian government in an official announcement on June 5th declared their intention to proceed with the next 
phase of the life extension for Collins-class submarines dubbed òLife Of Type Extensionó (LOTE). The Collins-class 
comprising six boats represents the current submarine capability of the Royal Australian Navy. 
Life extension to keep Collins operational for two more decades 
Collins originally commissioned with RAN after significant development troubles, in the late 1990s and early 2000s. 
Australia then pursued a successor dubbed ôAttackõ-class under its SEA 1000 program. That effort however saw 
cancellation in 2021. Instead Canberra is now determined to introduce nuclear powered submarines in cooperation with 
the USA and UK under AUKUS. Due to the resulting significant gap for a timely replacement Collins will now have to 


